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A Quick Focus

THE BOOK’S PURPOSE

® Describe and illustrate the world
In crisis

@ Explain the clear and simple steps
to a new life offered through faith
in Christ

@ Guide the new Christian through
his or her first steps

e Extend a personal invitation to
those who are undecided

THE BOOK’S MESSAGE

The moment you were born you began the search~the search
for something outside of yourself, something more important than
anything in life, something you know you need but can’t describe.
You are not alone. All mankind is on the same quest. All mankind is
seeking comfort, guidance, and peace. There is only one dependable
source of the peace that surpasses understanding.

And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me
with all your heart (Jeremiah 29:13).

THREE MAIN POINTS

® Assessing the Situation . . ... ... 2
® Advancing the Solution . ....... 5
® Applying the Antidote . . .. .. ... 6



Assessing the Situation

The Great Quest

In your loneliest moments, have you ever wondered if anyone else feels
empty inside? Is anyone else searching for something he can’t describe but
knows he needs? Am | the only one with this emptiness inside? You may
have thought, “No one else is on the Great Quest. All others have found
their way. They know what they want and have it. I am totally alone on
this path to nowhere. I am the only one who is lost!”

The truth is that you are not alone. Everyone is on this same path, seek-
ing answers to the uncertainty, moral disease, and meaninglessness that af-
flict the world. All are reaching out for direction, relief, and contentment.
We live in a time marked by anxiety. Seldom in all history has mankind
had to cope with so much fear and doubt. We desperately want peace, yet
at every turn we are bombarded with the reality of war. We momentarily
think we have found our way only to find ourselves once again lost and
bewildered. We feel hopeless that we will ever find that for which we so
desperately seek.

One of our initial paths to happiness could be labeled Political Freedom.
If everyone in the world could select his own government to include effec-
tive leaders and a value base that made life worth living, we would all be
happy, we thought. But, we did not succeed in creating a better world.
Everywhere we look we see political corruption, hypocrisy, and exploitation.
Although political freedom is important, it does not provide the happiness
and peace we long for.

Education was another initial path we followed. Perhaps, if we combined
political freedom with education, we would find what we were searching
for. But it did not take long to realize that, although we are the most in-
formed and literate civilization in history, we are also the most confused.
Though our minds are filled with knowledge, our hearts are barren.

Then we decided to strive for a higher standard of living. Surely that
would fill us with contentment. We have beautiful houses, new cars, fast
computers, and unending sources of entertainment in this shiny economy
of ours. Are we happy? Are we content? Do these wonderful “things” pro-
vide fulfillment, explain why we exist, or teach us what we need to know?
No, the emptiness persists.

The path of science has provided many things we thought we wanted;
unfortunately, it has also produced threats to every living thing on this
planet.

There are many other paths we have tried or are currently following~paths
of pleasure, paths of power, paths of fame and of fortune. Each one will
lead us nowhere but further into the muck.

America is basically bored. We have become so empty that we have for-
gotten how to entertain ourselves. We pay others to entertain us, to make
us laugh, to help ease, even for just a few minutes, the terrible feeling of
being empty, lost, and alone.

God created us with the capabil-
ity to be bored with ourselves and
our surroundings. Since it is God’s
nature to never do anything with-
out purpose, He gave humankind
the capacity for boredom for a rea-
son. Boredom serves as a measure-
ment of the condition of our inner
spirit. One who is thoroughly bored
is like a vacuum. The question is,
With what are we attempting to
fill our spirits?

“We do not have to go back
to ancient times to see what
happens to a nation of empty
people.... Nature abhors a
vacuum, but it is up to us as
individuals to determine with

what our inner vacuums shall
be filled.... Why are we empty?
Because the Creator made us
for Himself; and we shall
never find completeness and
fullness apart from fellowship
with Him.”

We live in a topsy-turvy world,
one filled with confusion. But the
confusion that envelops us has a
plan~Satan’s plan! Satan’s goal, as
the great deceiver, is to craftily lead
us into self-deception. He wants
us to believe that things are getting
better when the opposite is actually
happening. With all of the progress,
we have not solved the most basic
issue of humanity~to live together
contentedly and at peace. We con-
tinue to face the same trials that
mankind has faced since that mo-
ment in the Garden of Eden when
Adam chose to reject God’s will
and follow his own. It is this sinful
nature that, despite all of the pro-
gress we have made, mankind has
not “fixed.”

But Christ came to answer the
problem of sin. All may change
around us, but Christ is unchange-
able. He is steadfast and strong.
He welcomes all who turn to Him.
God’s grace is given to all who
accept His Son.



ASSESSING THE SITUATION

continued from page 2

The Indestructible Bible

The Bible has prevailed through the darkest ages of mankind, and its
promises have remained unchanged through it all. Its theme is the story
of God’s provision of Jesus Christ as the redeemer for all sinners. God In-
spired the Bible to be written so that all would know His Son to save them,
His wisdom to guide them, and His love to comfort them. The Bible is the
one sure “how to” manual in a dark and frightening world.

It took 1,600 years and 40 authors~scribes of God~to write the Bible.

“During these sixteen hundred years, the sixty-six books of the Bible
were written by men of different languages, living in different times,
and in different countries; but the message they wrote was one. God
spoke to each man in His own language, in His own time.... When
the great scholars gathered together the many ancient manuscripts
written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek, and translated them into a
single modern tongue, they found that God's promises remain
unchanged, His great message to man had not varied.”

In the United States, the Constitution is the highest law, just as the
Bible is the highest law of God. The Bible includes God’s plan:

® |t states God’s spiritual laws.
® It imparts God’s enduring promises.

® It reveals God’s plan of redemption.

Christianity rejects no part of the Bible nor adds anything to the Bible.
The Bible is truth.

“Truth is timeless. Truth does not differ from one age to
another, from one people to another, from one geographical
location to another. Men's ideas may differ, men's customs
may change, men's moral code may vary, but the great all-

prevailing Truth stands for time and eternity.”

There is no hidden message in the Bible. Its clear and eternal message
is the fact of Jesus Christ and His offer of peace with God. Jesus taught
God’s message~His laws and way of salvation~with the authority of God
Himself for Jesus is part of the triune God. Therefore, Jesus is truth and
is “the same yesterday, and today, and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

When we ask ourselves, “What is God like?” the simple answer is that
He is like Jesus. Jesus made God visible to mankind.

A scholar might say, “God is the expression of everything in nature and
life, that all living beings are one with God, that life itself is an expression
of His Divine Being.”

A philosopher might describe Him as “the original and immutable
force behind all creation, that He is the Master Dynamo who keeps all the
worlds in motion~that He is the Power without beginning or end.”

We also hear that “God is abso-
lute, that He is All in All, and
that no one can possibly know any
more about Him.”

God is all of this and so much
more. He is like a diamond with
many facets, many attributes.
Following are four of the many:

God is Spirit

First, the Bible describes God
as spirit (John 4:24). What does
Jesus mean by the word spirit? He
answers this question Himself in
Luke 24:39 when He says, “Handle
me, and see; for a spirit does not have
flesh and bones, as you see I have.”

Therefore, we know that God
is not contained in nor limited to
a body. He has no specific shape;
He knows no boundaries; He can-
not be seen by human eyes. He has
no limitation so He can be every-
where at once. He sees all, hears
all, and knows all.

He has no limitations to His
power, love, and mercy~He hears
the prayers of every person who
calls to Him. For some, this is a
difficult to understand. Our limited
minds want to ascribe our limited
existence to God so that we can
try to comprehend Him. We try
to fit Him into a box constructed
by our limited experiences. This is
impossible to do because God is
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable.
His being, wisdom, holiness, jus-
tice, power, goodness, and truth
are far beyond our understanding
and cannot be limited to our exist-
ence.

God Is a Person

Second, the Bible makes it
known that God is a person. Most
of the attributes of man are also
attributed to God. We see phrases
such as “God does” and “God loves”
all through the Bible. A person ex-
presses personality~he or she thinks,
wishes, desires, and feels. We have

continued on page 4




ASSESSING THE SITUATION

continued from page 3

a difficult time comprehending that God has all of these same attributes.
We again try to understand from the perspective of our human limitations.
If we were capable of understanding that personality is not limited to a
physical being, it would revolutionize our comprehension of God. God
is not contained in a body, yet He loves, He thinks, He feels, He forgives.
He understands and sympathizes with our sorrows. He is a person.

God is Holy and Righteous

Third, the Bible clarifies that, in addition to being a spirit and a person,
God is a holy and righteous being. Throughout the entire Bible, God de-
scribes Himself as a holy God who is perfect and absolute. He cannot
tolerate sin of any kind, a situation that creates the chasm that separates
mankind from God. As sinners, mankind was powerless to reach God,
a dilemma that requires Jesus to bridge that great divide. God, in His
great mercy, took our place. He sent and sacrificed His Son so that we
could have access to Him.

Fourth, the Bible declares that God is love (1 John 4:8).

We often use the word love very loosely~“we love chocolate,” “we
love the color blue,” “we love our son’s teacher.” It is easy to see why
we can mistake the phrase, “God is love” to mean “fluffy”” things such
as life will always be happy, sweet, and beautiful~certainly no one will
be punished for sin. But love means something very different to God.
God is absolutely holy and just, and because of this all sin must be pun-
ished. It was God’s love that provided Jesus as the way of redemption.
It was God’s love that hung Jesus on the cross!

The love of God is impossible to describe or to understand until we
accept it and experience it. This is not done with our minds or through
our works. As mentioned earlier, mankind is limited and unable to do
deal with anything as infinite as the love of God. The love of God is ours
only through faith in His Son, Jesus Christ. Once we accept and believe
in Him, the peace of God fills us and there is no room for doubt.

So we now know that God is spirit, that He is a person, that He is
holy and righteous, and that He is love.

If God is so wonderful, why is there so much suffering, wickedness,
and sorrow in the world?

To answer this question, we must examine the story of Adam and Eve
in the garden, from the first chapter of Genesis. In the beginning, God
created a perfect world and placed in it a perfect man. God gave Adam
eternal life and freedom. He gave Adam freedom of choice. With the very
first man, the responsibility and consequences of choices began. Freedom
is only real if one has the right to select his course of action. In order to
do so, there must be more than one option. So, God created the perfect
place and a perfect man, created in His image, and gave him the freedom
to choose his way. Then, as wise parents do, He waited to see what choice
the man would make.

Adam chose, and all of humanity has suffered the consequences. Adam
set the pattern that all mankind was to follow. God is not to blame for

the condition of the world. The
blame is Adam’s alone. He chose
the lies of the tempter over the truth
of God! Ever since, mankind has
been trying to regain what Adam
lost.

You might be thinking, “But
this isn’t fair!” We are still suffering
for a choice the first man made!”
This is true, but, because of the
limitations of the created man, it
is impossible for mankind to correct
the situation. Some think that if
we just improve our environment
we will improve mankind so much
that only right choices will be made.

We must recognize, however,
that the first sinful choice was made
in a perfect environment. Since
then, we have plunged ever deeper
into sin despite our efforts to the
contrary. We are basically miserable
and we cry out for help. Still, over
and over again we chose as Adam
chose~the wrong way. We despair
and we rail against God! We blame
Him for our situation, find fault
with His mercy and love, and ques-
tion His wisdom and judgment.

Because of Adam’s choice, the
earth that once produced only beau-
tiful and good things now produces
both good and bad.

“Cursed is the ground for your
sake, in sorrow you shall eat of it all
the days of your life. Thorns also and
thistles shall it bring forth to you;
and you shall eat the herb of the field.
In the sweat of your face you will
eat bread until you return unto the
ground; for out of it you were taken:
for dust you are and unto dust you
shall return” (Genesis 3:17-19).

Because of Adam’s choice,
man would toil and know hardship
all the days of his life to provide
for his family. Woman would know
sorrow and pain. Both would know
death~spiritual death, physical
death, and eternal death. We have
been trying ever since to reverse
this curse, but we are sinners by
inheritance and cannot, through
our own efforts, escape our birth-
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right. But God, in His infinite mercy, compassion, and love, sent His Son.
Jesus readdressed temptation. When the devil showed Him all that could
be His if He rejected God to follow him, Jesus would have none of it!

“Our blessed Lord said, ‘Away from me, Satan. For it is
written, Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only’
(Matthew 4:10?. He completely triumphed over the Tempter

to reveal to all peoples of all succeeding generations His

sinless character. He is our victory!”

Every day we face the same test that was given to Adam. Every day
we must choose between the tempter’s cunning promises and God’s
eternal and absolute Word. Again and again we fail.

“God, meanwhile, in His infinite understanding and mercy,
has looked on, waiting with a patience and compassion that
passes all understanding. He waits to offer individual salvation
and peace to the ones who will come to His mercy. The same
two paths that God set before Adam still lie before us. We are
still free to choose. We are living in a period of grace while
God withholds the eternal punishment we so justly deserve.”

There is a satanic influence involved in the sad condition of the world
today. The Bible tells us: “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the
devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” (1
Peter 5:8). Be careful! Do not doubt that the devil exists! He is very real,
he is clever, and he knows you personally! Because of him, there is a con-
stant struggle between good and evil. Every minute of every day we are
tempted and therefore face the same test that Adam failed. We continue
to fail, for sin is the most terrible and devastating fact in the universe.

“We have seen that the
most terrible, the most
devastating fact in the
universe is sin. The
cause of all trouble, the
root of all sorrow, the
dread of every man lies
in this one small
word-~sin. It has
crippled the nature of
man. It has destroyed
the inner harmony of
man's life. It has robbed
him of his nobility.
It has caused man
to be caught in the
devil’s trap.”

Since that moment in the
Garden of Eden when Adam made
that tragic choice, mankind has
been asking, ""How can | get out
of this mess? What do | need to
do to be free of this?”

CBS

Advancing the Solution

God has provided the solution. “The Son of man is come to seek and
to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). The Bible contains many facts
about God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit. This Trinity is
a mystery we cannot understand. What we can understand, however, is
the amazing sacrifice God provided so that we could have victory over
sin. Jesus was that sacrifice. When sinless Jesus hung on that cross for
you and me, what also hung there was the depth of man’s sin, the love
of God, and the way of salvation. On that cross Jesus died in our place~He
suffered what we deserved.

But, that was not the end. Jesus rose from the dead and His resurrection
proves the following truths:

@ Jesus was undeniably God~He was Deity in the flesh.

® God accepted Christ’s atoning work on the cross (Romans 4:25).
® Mankind is assured a righteous judgment (Romans 5:19).

@ Our bodies will also be raised in the end (1 Corinthians 15:20).

® Death will ultimately be abolished so that someday we will be face-
to-face with Jesus and we will have bodies like His (1 John 3:2).

It is not enough to know the
facts about God and His Son. The
solution to our sin problem is not
an intellectual one. You cannot
think your way back to God. You
cannot worship or moralize your
way back to Him either. There is
only one way back to God. Jesus
provides the answer: “Unless you
change and become like little chil-
dren, you will never enter the king-
dom of heaven” (Matthew 18:3).
Jesus is asking for a conversion.

What is conversion? Conversion
is to turn around or to change one’s
mind. In a religious realm, conver-
sion is to be regenerated, to repent,
and to receive grace.

continued on page 6



ADVANCING THE SOLUTION
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There is a vast difference between believing on an intellectual level
and experiencing total conversion. Many people have an emotional exper-
ience that they refer to as conversion, but they never go on to fellowship
with Christ nor change their lives in any way. An actual conversion is a
life-altering experience.

“In conversion as you stand at the foot of the cross,
the Holy Spirit makes you realize that you are a sinner.

He directs your faith to the Christ who died in your

place. You must open your heart and let Him come

in. At that precise moment the Holy Spirit performs

the miracle of the new birth. You actually become a

new moral creature. There comes the implantation of

the divine nature. You become a partaker of God's
own life. Jesus Christ, through the Spirit of God,
takes up residence in your heart.”

In some people, changes in lifestyle are evident immediately; in others,
changes take place over time. Ultimately the result is the same:

“The converted person will love the good he once
hated, and hate the sin he once loved. There will even
be a change of heart about God. Where he once may
have been careless about God, living in constant fear,
dread, and antagonism to God, he now finds himself
in a state of complete reverence, confidence, obedience,

and devotion.”

CBS

Applying
the Antidote

If You Have Made Your Decision

If you have made your decision and have been converted, now what?
Now you are a newborn Christian. You need to be cared for and guided.
Finding a church home is an important step to take. You are about to
find out that you have enemies:

@® The Devil. When you accepted
Christ as your Savior, Satan suffered
a tremendous defeat and so he is
angry. Though he can never rob
you of your salvation, he will do
everything he can to lead you into
sin and rob you of your assurance
and peace. Remember, “No tempta-
tion has seized you except what is
common to man. And God is faith-
ful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when
you are tempted, he will also provide
a way of escape so that you may be
able to endure it” (1 Corinthians
10:13).

® The World. Filled with plea-

sures, fashions, aims, opinions, and
evil companions, the world tends
to lead us into sin. Many of these
things are not sinful in themselves
but become so when abused. Re-
member, “Love not the world, neither
the things that are in the world” (1
John 2:15).

® The Flesh. The inward tenden-
cies of our old nature are still pre-
sent within you. War now exists
between the old nature and the
new. The battle is between the self-
life and the Christ-life. Remember,
“the flesh lusts against the Spirit,
and the Spirit against the flesh”
(Galatians 5:17).

These three enemies are com-
mon to all Christians and are part
of every Christian life. The only ef-
fective action that will lead to vic-
tory is to renounce them. We can-
not compromise with them. We
cannot bargain with them. Nor
can we show hesitation.

The wonderful news is that we
are not alone in our battles! Jesus
promised that He would never leave
us or forsake us. He gave to us the
third person of the Trinity~the
Holy Spirit. He is the comforter
who comes beside us and abides
with us forever (John 14:16).

continued on page 7
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“The Holy Spirit is the most powerful Being in the
world today. The time of the Old Testament was an
age of God the Father. During the time that Jesus was

on earth, it was an age of God the Son. Now we are
living, since Pentecost, in the age of God the Holy
Spirit. The Bible says, ‘Be filled with the Spirit’”’

This powerful Being will be with you every step of the way. The
Holy Spirit will comfort you and guide you. He will help you to grow
and mature in your Christian walk. You can be an active part of the
process if you do the following:
® Read the Bible daily: the Bible provides spiritual food you need to grow.
@ Learn to pray: communicate with God~the Holy Spirit will teach you.

@ Rely on the Holy Spirit: the Holy Spirit dwells within you~let Him be
in control.

@ Attend church regularly: worship, serve, and fellowship with other
Christians.

® Be a witnessing Christian: you are an ambassador of the King of kings.

@ Be ruled by love: you should love others as God loved us and sent His
Son to die for us on the cross.

® Be obedient: let Christ have first place in the choices of your life.

@ Learn to meet temptation: do not entertain temptation; take your eyes
off temptation and focus on Christ.

@ Be a wholesome Christian: avoid extremes; be clean of body and pure
of heart.

® | ive above your circumstances: serve and glorify Him just as you are.
Your journey is just beginning. As you go forward, you will find that
your Christian foundation will affect every facet of your life.

If You Are Still Unsure

Do you want your sins forgiven? Do you want your guilt removed?
Do you want to be with Christ forever in His Kingdom? This assurance
can be yours right now.

“For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:
it is the gift of God: not of works" (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Give yourself to Christ now ...
“O God, | am asinner; I am sorry for my sin; I am willing

to turn from my sin. | receive Christ as Savior; | confess
Him as Lord; | want to follow Him, and serve Him and

others in the fellowship of His church. In Christ's Name,
Amen.”
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