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A Quick Focus

The Book's Purpose
Show the way and answer
common questions

Provide diagrams and charts to
help students “see” the big
picture within each chapter

Give a clear-cut explanation of
the relevant issues about reading
and understanding the Bible
from a doctrinally sound,
evangelically solid, historically
informed point of view
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The Book’s Message
It’s no surprise that more than 90 percent
of 21-year-old Christian young adults admit
they haven’t read all the way through the Bible
even once.

Christian parents, educators, and pastors
all agree~we want to see people reading through
God’s Word from cover to cover. Unless they
are equipped, however, most Christians find
consistent Scripture reading challenging at
best.

hy David & Renée Sanford
It takes more than good intentions and (W Publishing Group)
will-power to get that needed epiphany that ISBN: 0849907985

“I really can read through God’s Word.”
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Answering Key Questions Ahout the Bible
The university district coffee shop buzzed with intense conversation. Hot issues were being debated by
medical interns, sociology majors, business minors, aspiring musicians, and amateur philosophers.

In the corner, Daniel and three fellow students came to a lull in their conversation on the advisability of
using anything other than blue or black ink on Professor Marta’s English exams. Colin, obviously bored with

such a trivial subject, coolly took advantage of the pause.
“So, Martin,” Colin began, “

how are you enjoying your Bible as Literature class?”

“Actually,” Martin explained, “I took the class out of curiosity. | wanted to know why the Bible and those
who hold to it are causing chaos in the media and the courts. It’s only fair to understand what they’re carrying

on about.”

“Well, have you found your answers?”

Martin shook his head. “All I can say is that this book has a lot of
influence, but I have no clue why.”

Colin smiled and looked over at Daniel, the only Christian in the
group. “Daniel, what do you think about all this?”

{BLE

inspired

Daniel returned Colin’s smile. He knew how Colin
loved a controversial topic to chew on. “Yeah, the Bible
is certainly influential. It isn’t just a religious book collect-
ed by religious people. It’s God’s message inspired by
God himself to communicate with us.”

Andrea spoke up. “I think you’re going a bit too far,
Daniel. | can agree that the Bible is influential. But the Bible
is no more inspired than any other great piece of literature.”

View #1.:
Universal Inspiration

“Then why aren’t we seeing people in court in the name of Romeo
and Juliet or The Lord of the Rings?”

“Come on, you know what an effect religion has on some people,”
Andrea snapped back.

“What about you, Martin?” Daniel asked. “You know more on the
subject than most people. What do you think?”

Martin scratched the back of his head as he thought about his answer.
“I respect the Bible as a great book, and | can accept certain passages as
being the words of God, but I can’t accept the entire Bible as being inspired
by God. The writers may have had some supernatural help in writing their
works, but there seems to be a lot of added material too.”

View #2:
Partial Inspiration

“Not to mention myths and ancient folklore,” Colin commented.
“What about you, Daniel? You probably hold to the fundamentalist fantasy
that the entire Bible was dictated by God, using humans to mechanically
produce it.”

View #3:
Dictational Inspiration

“Actually, Colin, most church
leaders over the past 400 years have
not held that view. What | really
believe is that the Holy Spirit guided
the authors in the writing of all of
Scripture, but did it without stifling
their personalities.”

View #4:
Verhal Plenary Inspiration
Daniel leaned back in his chair.
“Think about it, you guys. The
words and expressions must be
given by God, because that is
how thoughts are expressed~
through language. But if you
look at the Bible, it’s obvious that
the author of each part wrote from
his own culture, style, vocabulary,
and experiences.

“God’s message was always
communicated so people could
understand it. And because the
Bible is inspired by God, we can
be sure he kept the authors from
saying anything that was untrue.”

“You sound like a theology
book,” Colin retorted, “but you
still haven’t proved anything....”

“If you’ve got a few free hours
1’d be glad to,” Daniel interrupted
with a grin. Colin’s deep voice
rumbled without answering Daniel’s
question. “I do have another ques-
tion that you should think about.
Maybe this Bible of yours is in-
spired like you’'re saying. Doesn’t
this pose a problem? You don’t
speak Yiddish, do you?”

continued on page 3



IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED?

continued from page 2

Are Contemporary Versions Inspired?
Andrea, the language major among them, laughed out loud. “The
Bible was written in Hebrew, Aramaic, and Greek,” she teased.

“That’s not the point,” Colin replied sternly in an effort to cover
his error. “The point is, if God spoke to Bible writers in their own
language, how can preachers today pound their English Bibles and
say, ‘Thus saith the Lord’?”

Martin spoke up. “Yeah, he has a good point. If the Bible is inspired
at all, how can you be sure that what you read is what God meant to say?”

Andrea jumped in. “In other words, how can you be so sure that the
book you carry around in your backpack is inspired just like St. Peter’s

original scrolls?”
* * *

As we have seen debated by our university friends, four main views
are argued regarding the issue of the inspiration of Scripture. The Bible,
its own best commentator, teaches verbal plenary inspiration. In other
words, the Bible was inspired by God but written with each author’s
individual style and vocabulary.

Is the Bible inspired? How do we know?

First, Scripture is consistently called the Word of God. Psalm 119 best
demonstrates this by using ten different terms for God’s Word. What'’s
more, the prophets indirectly identify their writings as God’s Word by
using introductory phrases such as “The Lord said to me,” and “The
Word of the Lord came to....” The authors knew they were speaking
God’s words (Deuteronomy 18:15-22; Jeremiah 36:27).

“The Bible was inspired
by God but written with

each author’s individual
style and vocabulary.”

Second, Scripture states directly that it is inspired by God. While only
2 Timothy 3:16 uses the word “inspiration” (““God-breathed™), this
truth is strongly supported by other passages. Second Peter 1:20-21
teaches that Scripture was written by men “moved” (“carried along™)
by the Holy Spirit. In this way, Peter explains what inspiration is: God
choosing to communicate his message through men.

Third, Jesus Christ fully supported all of Scripture (Matthew 5:17-
19). He confirmed its historical accuracy, down to the tense of a verb
(Mark 12:26). He declared that Scripture is permanent (Matthew 5:17-
18), inspired by the Holy Spirit (Mark 12:36), contains enough infor-
mation to support our faith (Luke 16:29-31), is unbreakable (John
10:35), and agrees with His teachings (John 5:46, 47; Luke 24:27, 44).

4

“God’s message was
always communicated
so people could
understand it.
And because the Bible
is inspired by God,
we can be sure He kept
the authors from saying
anything that
was untrue.”

Fourth, the New Testament
writers viewed both Old Testament
and New Testament writings as the
Word of God. Peter affirmed that
the Old Testament was inspired by
the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:25). He
compared the commandments of
Jesus Christ, which were spoken by
the apostles, with the words spoken
by the holy prophets (2 Peter 3:2).
He declared that the gospel, which
was preached to them, is the Word
of the Lord (1 Peter 1:23, 25).
Peter also recognized Paul’s writing
as part of Scripture (2 Peter 3:15-
16). The New Testament authors
knew they were entrusted with God’s
Word (1 Timothy 4:1-3; Titus 1:3;
Revelation 1:1-3).

Finally, Scripture claims dual
authorship. That is, it is the message
and words of God expressed through
men without canceling out their
personalities. This is confirmed by
Jesus Christ (Mark 12:26) and by
Scripture itself (Acts 4:25; 2 Peter
1:21).

Are contemporary versions
inspired? To answer this question,
it is helpful to understand the pro-
cess by which the thoughts of God
are communicated to us today. The
following diagram clearly illustrates
how we receive God’s message:

continued on page 4



IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED?

continued from page 3

GOD'S HEART

Inspiration > Transmission > Translation > Publication >

Observation > Interpretation > Principlization > Application

MY LIFE

Step 1: Inspiration

As the diagram shows, this issue goes above the question of inspiration, which we have already examined.

Step 2: Transmission

We must also consider transmission (the copying of Scripture) and translation (putting Scripture into
a language that can be read by the audience) to determine whether our Bible is the real Word of God. Our
efforts at interpretation (discovering what it means), principlization (personalizing it), and application (applying
it to our lives) are useless unless our English Bibles are God’s inspired message to humanity.

Let’s take a look at the preservation of Scripture and textual criticism in deciding the reliability of Bible

transmission.

PRESERVATION OF SCRIPTURE
The first books of the Bible contain several helpful insights concerning
the preservation of Scripture from generation to generation.

1. The Books of Moses

By the time Joshua found himself leading the Israelite nation, the
books of Genesis through Deuteronomy were already recognized as
written by Moses through God’s direction (Joshua 1:8-9). Joshua
probably had possession of the original writings.

Copies of the original autographs were made very carefully (with word-
for-word precision) and were considered equally authoritative (Joshua
8:32-35; cf. Deuteronomy 27:3, 8). Verbal transmission was also author-
itative (Joshua 8:34-35).

2. The Book of Joshua

The book of Joshua was written by Joshua himself soon after the
events occurred. Records of what God told him suggest this. Specific
historical references date the book to the time of Joshua, certainly much
earlier than 1,000 B.C. (see Joshua 15:63; 16:10).

3. Most of the Old Testament
Most of the books of the Old Testament were miraculously preserved
despite persecution and national apostasy.

A generation later, not even the high priest in Jerusalem had a copy
of God’s Word, until one day when Hilkiah the high priest suddenly ex-
claimed, “I have found the book of the law!”” This occurred just before
the Babylonian captivity of the nation of Israel in 386 B.C.

Fortunately, the then-completed books of the Old Testament were
taken to Babylon and preserved throughout the captivity. Hilkiah’s great
grandson, Ezra, had a copy of the Scriptures with him when he returned
with the released captives to Jerusalem. He was known as a man of the
Word (Ezra 7:10; Nehemiah 8:1-3).

4. Completed Old Testament

Tradition suggests that Ezra wrote part of the Old Testament himself,
and helped confirm much of the Old Testament canon~the books the
Jewish people considered spoken by God through the prophets. This
canon was started about 1400 B.C. (the books of Moses) and completed
about 400 B.C. (Malachi).

9. New Testament

Soon after the church began, the
need for a second canon of accepted
Scripture writings developed. The
New Testament canon formed much
more quickly than the Old Testament
because of the loss of the apostles
and other witnesses, the expansion
of Christianity beyond Palestine,
the need to protect the message
from false teachings, the persecution
of believers (they needed to know
which books they would die for),
and the missionary enterprise (they
needed to know which books to
translate and use in preaching).

The early church went through
several steps to finalize the New
Testament canon. Most of the books
were widely recognized as canonical
in the second and third centuries.
Only a few of the latter books in
the New Testament were seriously
questioned by some. By A.D. 397,
two official church councils had
confirmed the canonical nature of
the twenty-seven books of the New
Testament.

Several questions were asked
to determine which books were
canonical:

Was it written by or under the
direction of an apostle?

Was it inspired by the Holy Spirit?

Was it circulated among the
churches?

Was it consistent with the rest
of Scripture?

continued on page 5




PRESERVATION OF SCRIPTURE

continued from page 4

Some very reliable books were left out of the canon, including a Har-
mony of the Four Gospels. 1t was widely read among the churches, but didn’t
measure up to the rigid standards of canonicity.

Many other unreliable books were left out as well, including spurious
“gospels” that borrowed the names of various apostles, but were clearly
written long after the first century.

TEXTUAL CRITICISM
Textual criticism is a careful science that uses thousands of ancient
manuscripts to determine the text most like the original copies.

The OIld Testament was reproduced by Talmudists (AD 100-450),
the Massoretes (AD 450-900), and other such groups who copied under
the strictest of rules. Their high standards reflect the accuracy of their
copying. Here are some of the rules they followed:
® They could not copy from memory.

® They could not correct the original if they felt it was wrong (notations
could be added only in the margins).

® They fanatically counted letters, words, middle words, frequency of
letters, etc.

® They used the space of a hair between each letter. Talk about precise!

® They reverently burned or buried old, worn copies of Scripture
(to avoid profaning the Lord’s name, should it become smudged
or otherwise unreadable).

How accurate were these scribes?

Bible scholars familiar with the work of these scribes confidently assert
that the time gap doesn’t mean the text has degenerated over the millennia.
One scholar went so far as to say in 1946, “If we had in our possession
a first- or second-century manuscript, we would find it to have substantially
the same text as those of much later date.”

A4

“Thanks to the
careful work of Jewish
scribes, we can
rest assured that the
Old Testament has
been passed on to us
with a very high degree
of accuracy.”

Within months after that state-
ment was published, the Dead Sea
Scrolls were discovered. Among
the findings: two copies of the book
of Isaiah dating back to 150 B.C.

Hebrew scholars diligently com-
pared the newly discovered manu-
scripts with the much more recent
manuscripts that had come from
the Massoretic tradition and were
dated from the medieval period.

Their conclusion? Only a few
insignificant changes (mostly spell-
ing variations) had crept into the
Isaiah text after more than a millen-
nium!

Thanks to the careful work of
Jewish scribes, we can rest assured
that the Old Testament has been
passed on to us with a very high
degree of accuracy.

The earliest known copy of part
of the New Testament is dated
only a few short decades after the
completion of the original. Also,
there are 5,400 ancient copies of
the New Testament in Greek alone,
10,000 more in Latin, and 9,300
in other languages. From this wealth
of sources, comparisons have been
made to accurately determine the
original.

In contrast, other classical writ-
ings are suspect at best. We have
only seven copies of Plato’s writings
dating 1,200 years after his death.
We have only five copies of Aris-
totle’s writings dating 1,400 years
after his death. We have 643 copies
of Homer’s writings dating 1,800
years after his death, with errors prev-
alent in five percent of his 15,600
lines.

In addition, almost the entire
New Testament can be reproduced
from the writings of the second and
third century church fathers alone.
All but eleven verses can be recon-
structed from the verses they cite.

But even if we accept the ancient
New Testament manuscripts as re-
liable, can we accept translations
of these copies as reliable?

continued on page 6




IS THE BIBLE INSPIRED?
continued from page 5

“All Scripture
IS God-breathed
and is useful for
teaching, rebuking,

correcting and training

in righteousness,
so that the man
of God may be

thoroughly equipped
for every good work.”

2 Timothy 3:16-17

Step 3: Translation

The apostle Paul gives us the
biblical perspective we should have
toward copies and translations. The
Scripture that Paul referred to as
“inspired by God” was not a col-
lection of the original works. It was
only one among thousands of copies
of the Old Testament Scriptures.
Additionally, these Scriptures were
translated from Hebrew and Ara-
maic into Greek (a translation
known as the Septuagint).

Without hesitation, Paul told
Timothy that the sacred writings
he had known from childhood were
able to give him wisdom leading
to salvation: “All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training
in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be thoroughly equip-
ped for every good work™ (2 Timo-
thy 3:16-17).

Because of this, we can see that
copies and translated works are still
inspired. They accurately reflect
the original manuscripts and com-
municate God’s intended meaning.

The verdict?

Our English Bibles truly are
inspired. They are the Word of God
communicated to us in a language
we can read, understand, personal-

ize, and apply to our lives. @

God has carefully protected the Bible. Still, if you care-
fully read parallel passages of Scripture in Kings and Chron-
icles, or in the Gospels, it’s possible to find apparent con-

tradictions.

When it comes to addressing apparent Bible contradictions, perhaps
it would be best to start with a Journalism 101 college course.

The basic principles of journalism include a strict adherence to seeking
answers to six key questions: Who? What? When? Why? Where? How?

Any journalism student worth his or her salt will compile far more
facts than they can report in an article. So, he or she uses the principle
of selectivity by reporting only the facts deemed most relevant to the
intended readers.

As a result, a news story about an NBA game will sound far different
in the guest team’s hometown than in the local newspaper. Same game,
same facts~but a much different audience.

The same principle of selectivity applies to Scripture. Moses didn’t
write down everything that happened in Adam’s life. Far from it. He re-
corded only what God said was relevant.

The same is true when John wrote his Gospel. He wasn’t trying to
write an Exhaustive Life of Jesus Christ. Instead, he admits, “And there
are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were written one
by one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books
that would be written” (John 21:25). John selected only those events,
miracles, interviews, teachings, prayers, persecutions, and sufferings that
best communicated the gospel message to his intended audience.

Not surprisingly, the four Gospels differ widely in their introduction,
scope, message, length, and conclusion.

Like a good journalist, each Gospel writer had a specific purpose for
writing his account. He had a specific audience in mind. By definition,
he had to leave out most of what he knew (otherwise, he never would
have finished writing!). Leaving out secondary and tertiary details isn’t
wrong~it’s what every good writer does.

“The Scriptures have been carefully preserved by

God down through the ages. We can read God’s

Word with the utmost confidence that it is still
God’s message for us today.”

continued on page 7



ARE THERE ERRORS IN THE BIBLE?
continued from page 6

Even Time magazine concedes:
“After more than two centuries of
facing the heaviest...guns that
could be brought to bear, the Bible
has survived~and is perhaps the
better for the siege. Even on the
critics’” own terms~historical fact~the
Scriptures seem more acceptable
now than they did when the ration-
alists began the attack.”

Other critics have argued that
the Bible has scientific errors. They
claim Scripture incorrectly speaks
of the sun “going down” (Ephes-
ians 4:26). They gleefully point
out that Galileo discredited this
concept centuries ago. Despite the
critics’ claims, however, the idea
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of the sun *““going down”” is still part
of the English language. Almost
everyone loves to watch a spectac-
ular sunrise or sunset. Every day
newspapers across the country list
the times for the sun to come up
and go down.

The verdict?

Our English Bibles are very
accurate. The Scriptures have been
carefully preserved by God down
through the ages. We can read God’s
Word with the utmost confidence
that it is still God’s message for us

today.
CB2

Thankfully, there’s no secret code or formula for understanding the

Bible.

True, you and | may not catch everything the first time through.
That’s why we enjoy listening again to a favorite new song, why we want
to watch a rerun on television, and why we stop to re-read something

that’s profound.

When it comes to understanding Scripture correctly, there are six

important things to remember.
1. Primary meaning

The important question isn’t, “What does this say to me?” Instead,
the question we need to ask is, “What did God mean when he wrote

this?”

Take the famous statement by Jesus, “The truth shall make you free”
(John 8:32). | could come up with any of a dozen misinterpretations
of that verse. But in the end, it doesn’t matter what | want that verse
to mean.

As we read the Bible, we need to keep asking, “What did God mean
by this statement?” If you’re not sure, that’s okay! Just write down your
questions and then look up the answers later in a study Bible or a couple
of good Bible commentaries. If you don’t have a study Bible, by the
way, it’s time to buy one!

Do your best to try to discover what God wants you to know. Most of
the answers are right there in his Word. In the end, however, it’s okay
to have a list of unanswered questions.

2. Secondary meaning

God occasionally has added an
important second layer of meaning
to a particular word, phrase, sen-
tence, or longer section of Scrip-
ture. But that second layer of mean-
ing always builds on~and never
contradicts~the primary meaning.
In the Old Testament, we see a
secondary layer of meaning most
often in passages that look forward
to the coming of the Messiah, Jesus
Christ. Thankfully, Jesus himself
pointed out many of these passages
to his disciples after his resurrection
(Luke 24:26-27). The apostles
studied the Hebrew Scriptures dili-
gently after Jesus’ ascension (Acts
1:15-22). The apostle Paul did the
same thing after his conversion
(Acts 9:20-22).

3. Key Words

God used a rich vocabulary when
He wrote the Bible. So, not surpris-
ingly, God’s Word will stretch even
the most avid reader’s vocabulary.

Thankfully, Bible scholars down
through the centuries have known
what almost every word in the Bible
means. The good news is you can
use a standard collegiate dictionary
to look up the meaning of most
words you’ll find in the Bible. That’s
especially true if your Bible trans-
lation and dictionary were pub-
lished within a few years of each
other. After all, the English lan-
guage does change quickly!

If you look really hard, you’ll
find only a small handful of biblical
words where translators have had
to add a footnote saying, in effect,
“We don’t know for sure what this
word means.” Many of these words
are Hebrew musical terms.

4.Context

God wrote every word and verse
in context. He didn’t write in a
random, arbitrary manner. God
has clearly communicated the mean-
ing of most words and virtually all
sentences and paragraphs within
the same chapter, book, or section
of the Bible.

In many cases, you can figure
out what God meant if you keep

ding.
reading continued on page 8



HOW TO UNDERSTAND AN D APPLY THE BIBLE

continued from page 7

“Like any great
book, the Bible

IS meant to be read
over and over.”

In the Gospels, Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life”” (John 6:35).
Without even reading the context, we know Jesus is using a figure of speech.
Every figure of speech has a known meaning. We can determine that meaning
by reading what Jesus said in context. The immediate context tells us that
Jesus was saying, “I have come from God to offer you new, eternal life. You
can receive that life by believing me.”

When we can’t figure out the meaning of a statement in its immediate
context, we may need to look at the broader context.

Like any great book, the Bible is meant to be read over and over. Better
yet, think of it as watching one of your all-time favorite movies. Remember
all the “Aha!” moments you had the second time you watched the movie?
You can have “Ahal” moments every time you read through the Bible if you
keep looking at the context.

When it comes to correctly understanding Scripture, you and I must
face three other personal challenges. Thankfully, the more you and | can
learn about the Bible and about ourselves, the better!

Challenge
National

Important Questions

How does my 21st century citizenship in this nation
in this part of the world color my perceptions of
what Scripture says in the context of the ancient
world?

Worldview How does my modern or postmodern view of the
universe, this world, reality, and truth collide with

the outlook of the main characters in Scripture?

Personal How does everything | feel, think, know, and think
I know today make it difficult for me to hear what

God has said in his Word?

While it’s important to address all of these challenges, nothing replaces
the importance of the Holy Spirit illuminating our hearts and minds. Jesus
sent the Spirit to take up residence in every Christian for that very reason.

The Holy Spirit’s greatest desire is to bring God’s Word alive within
us so we wholeheartedly will love the Lord, worship Him, and do what He
says.

It’s essential to correctly understand what Scripture says, but that’s not

enough.
CBg
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What's the secret?

The good news is~there is n’
secret to personalizing paragraphs
and verses of Scriptures. The six
questions below can quickly trans-
form ordinary Bible reading into a
profound, life-changing experience.

As you read a phrase, verse, or
short paragraph of Scripture, ask
yourself:

PERSONALIZE APPLY

What Truths does this )

passage teach? Do | Affirm
them?

What Commandment
does the Lord give?

What Examples does
Scripture present?

This is the TA-CO, EH? ap-
proach to personalized Scripture
reading. It works great no matter
where you live (Mexico or Canada,
in between or overseas), how you
prefer to talk (si, eh, or yes), or what
you like to eat.

The left column focuses on per-
sonalizing Scripture truths, com-
mands, and examples. For most
people, this is the “missing jewel”
of Bible reading. The right column
focuses on instantly and actively
applying Scripture to our lives.

Without application, Scripture
makes no more difference in your
life than water in a cooler, coffee
behind the counter, or a fruit-fla-
vored energy drink commercial on
TV. Nothing happens without de-
liberate action.

Truths to Affirm

In 1 John 1:9 we read, “If we
confess our sins, he [God] is faithful
and just to forgive our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” We all know this. So what?
In response you and | can affirm:
“I believe God truly forgives me
when | confess my sins.” The key

continued on page 9

ize

Do | Obey them?

Do | Heed them?



HOW DO YOU PERSONALIZE
APARTICULAR SCRIPTURE?

continued from page 8

is to affirm this in prayer to the Lord
himself...and to honestly tell him
if we have any struggles or doubts.

It isn’t enough to mentally as-
sent the truths of Scripture. To ap-
ply them to our lives, we need to
actively and wholeheartedly affirm
them.

Commands to Obey

So, how does it work to obey
commands from Scripture? Let’s
consider an example from 2 Peter.
In 2 Peter 3:14 we’re told, “And
s0, dear friends, while you are wait-
ing for these things to happen [the
new heavens and new earth], make
every effort to live a pure and blame-
less life. And be at peace with God”
(NLT).

Our response shouldn’t be to
read past this verse and pretend
we’re already perfect. Instead, we
should decide to conform our life
with Scripture so you and | can
honestly say, “I am now making
every effort to live a pure and blame-
less life and to be at peace with
God.” To do that, we first need to
come clean with God, and then start
obeying this particular command.

It isn’t enough to notice the
commands in the Bible. To apply
them to our lives, we need to gladly
and consistently obey them.

Examples to Heed

It’s not enough to know the
great Sunday school stories about
Noah and Sarah, Joshua and Deb-

Does,
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orah, Elijah and Esther, Daniel and
Mary, John Mark, and Timothy.
True, the biblical narratives are
intriguing. But what lessons can
we learn from each character’s faith
and failings, victories, and vices?

Experience truly is the best
teacher~especially the experiences
of others who have gone before us.
So every time we read from God’s
Word, we should seek to import
lessons from the lives of both bibli-
cal scoundrels (1 Corinthians 10:1-
13) and heroes of the faith (Hebrews
11:4-40).

In Leviticus 8:4 we read, “So
Moses did as the LORD command-
ed him. And the congregation was
gathered together at the door of
the tabernacle of meeting.” You
and | can keep reading. Or we can
stop, note Moses’ positive example,
and then affirm, “l too choose to
do what the Lord commands.”

In 1 Peter 2:21, the apostle
Peter spells out the example we’re
to heed when he writes: “For to
this you were called [suffering for
doing right, not for doing wrong],
because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you
should follow his steps.” He’s call-
ing for an immediate response. Will
you and I say, “I follow Jesus Christ’s
example and am willing to suffer
for doing right™?

It isn’t enough to ponder the
examples in Scripture. To apply
them to our lives, we need to will-
ingly and readily heed them. @
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Scripture speaks to every fiber of our being. It speaks to your looks
and health, to my attitudes and actions, to your relationships with family

and friends, to my use of time and money, to your employment and

career options, to my educational and athletic pursuits, to your beliefs

and convictions about God and the Bible.
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Scripture
Speaks
1o
all of
life!

That’s why it’s crucial to read
God’s Word with a clear sense of
who you are. How well do you un-
derstand your strengths and weak-
nesses, your current situation, your
relationships with others, your re-
lationship with God? Actively bring
that understanding to the table
when you read the Bible.

That’s why it’s also so important
to meditate on Scripture. It’s not
just enough to read the words on
the page. You and | need to wash
our minds with God’s Word.

Meditation can involve:

@ reflecting on the meaning of
key words in a Bible phrase, verse,
or paragraph

@ memorizing a verse, paragraph,
or longer section of God’s Word

® rewriting a Scripture passage in
your own words

Because Scripture speaks to all
of life, we also need to prayerfully
talk with God about what he says
in Scripture about each area of our
lives.

It’s no wonder. Using the three
TA-CO, EH? questions, you can
find thousands of relevant truths,
commands, and examples from
Genesis to Revelation.

continued on page 10



DOES SCRIPTURE APPLY TO ALL LIFE?

continued from page 9

Imagine what God could do in
and through you if you read the
Bible and responded as God desired.

In Joshua 1, Psalm 1, Psalm
119, 2 Peter 1, and other Scrip-
tures, God promises that he will
prosper those who delight in his
Word, take it to heart, and apply
its truths.
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Why hold back?
Why not take God at his Word?

Whether it’s in your favorite coffee
shop, church, or home, meet with at
least one friend weekly while you’re
reading through the Bible. Swap sto-
ries and insights. Encourage each
other. And celebrate when you finish!

Editor’s Note: You’ll find links to
three Bible reading plans online by
going to:

www.HowToReadYourBible.com
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