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The Book's Purpose
     Highlight books from all ages
     that have fallen out of popu-
     larity and put them back on
     shelves of Christian readers.
     Introduce the books (besides
     the Bible) that have most in-
     fluenced the faith and lives of

a wide array of Christian leaders,
thinkers, and writers.

     Inspire the reader to move for-
     ward and begin reading the
     books described herein so that
     they, too, will find their faith
     and lives shaped, deepened,
     and changed.

The Book's Message
What we read can and does change

us.“What we read matters and directly
affects who we become.”
      Certain books and certain authors
have greatly influenced people by the
depth of their message and the brilliance
of their delivery. Yet even a book of less
masterful workmanship or one that never
achieves widespread recognition can pro-
foundly shape the thoughts and direction
of a person who is then used by God to
make a dynamic impact on our world.
Indeed, books by the essay writers them-
selves are not infrequently noted by others
as making a life-changing difference in
their lives.
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Indelible
Ink

      We would do well to heed the testimonies
of people who, through their own writings,
have made an impact on the lives of contemp-
orary Christians. We would also do well to give
careful thought to the question, “Which books
will you choose?”
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     Philip Yancey begins the fore-
word to Indelible Ink making re-
ference to his own full-length book,
Soul Survivor, which highlights
not three, but 13 books which
marked his life. He is invigorated
considering not only those authors
who have influenced his own faith,
but those who which have shaped
the lives of others as well.
     Reading similar accounts, he
envisions a “giant web crisscrossing
the centuries, conveying something
of God’s truth with eyes to see.”
Interestingly enough, Yancey, too,
is a crucial strand in this web. His
book The Jesus I Never Knew is
listed by several contributors as
one of the most influential books
in their lives.
     In the foreword, Yancey de-
scribes the nature and role of au-
thors and their books. Books, like
earthworms tunneling through the

of those saints from across the
ages and absorb their stories and
teaching.

     What Larsen doesn’t tell you,
but which the reader soon dis-
covers, is that reading the praises
of influential books by the pens
of gifted and godly people in In-
delible Ink will be a moving and
monumental experience all of its
own.

CBS

soil, bring in the light and air to
our thinking while allowing us to
process and respond at our own
pace. Authors, he explains, write
in hope that their thoughts and
words will connect with people
whom they have never met. Yet
an author can have little idea just
who their books will touch and
in what way.
     Bemoaning the apparent “new
Dark Age” (most evident after
watching television programming),
Yancey notes that many of the
classics have fallen from the best-
seller list just within the past 30
years. They have been replaced by
perhaps well-written, but certainly
less substantive, fare. He challenges
the reader to determine to coun-
teract this trend by reading Indel-
ible Ink and then “moving on to
encounter the life-changing books
profiled here.”

the forewardInsights and a Challenge from the Author

    These decisions about what we
read are crucial because Scripture
instructs us to be transformed by
the renewing of our minds. Since
we are constantly in a state of be-
coming, what we digest as our read-
ing fare continually transforms us.

    There is much worth reading.
Larsen sets no litmus test for what
is considered “proper” reading.
He simply reminds us that what
we read matters. Writers from
every age share the commonality
of “our humanity and our foun-
dation on Christ and the Scrip-
tures.” Yet Larsen challenges us
in particular to sit at the feet

Scott Larsen, the compiler and
general editor, begins by asking
the reader to consider all the in-
fluences in his or her life, and then
reminds us that it is the decisions
we make that turn around and
make us. He points out that there
are some influences  over which
we have no choice (such as heri-
tage, nationality, family of origin,
or even the larger cultural sphere
where we live). But we can choose
some influences. This book ad-
dresses the realm of our reading…
and how the choices of what we
read make us who we are as people
and believers in Jesus Christ.

     Yancey gives honor to those
who are the authors or subjects
of the featured books in Indelible
Ink. He also honors the writers
of these essays, many whom have
influenced him personally. He notes
that, through reading the essays,
one can learn as much about the
person as they do about the book.

the introductionChoosing the Books that will Shape Our Lives

   “Reading ought to be an
act of homage to the God of
all truth...It is also an act of

humility and reverence
towards other men [and

women] who are the
instruments by which
God communicated
His truth to us.”

~Thomas Merton~
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    Because Larsen gave no qualifiers to his question, “What three books
have most influenced your life and faith,” the answers display a delightful
variety. Heavy theological tomes and illustrated children’s books both
find a place of honor at this table. An array of various types of influences
comes to light, as well. A few, through a timely book, have experienced
the greatest life change of all~meeting Jesus Christ.  Many, after initially
coming to salvation, experienced early foundations in their faith through
the books they read. Still others, already believers, were introduced to
a deep and profound understanding of God and his ways through the
theology of their most influential books.

    Besides impacting theology, many contributors noted the personal
influence of their highlighted books. Some found their whole view of
the world~and even their understanding of their place in it~determined
by their understanding of the books they read. For one, it was as per-
sonal as learning to set limits in relationship. For another, it was the
encouragement in his gift of imagination. Several even saw their books
as mentors and guides who traveled beside them through the course
of their lives.

    Each chapter is written by a person with great skill and depth in his
or her ability to communicate. While this summary cannot encapsulate
each chapter, here is a sampling.

    Next, the summaries on the impact of certain books and authors
will provide a look at the depth and breadth of literature that influences
the great people of our time.

Joni Eareckson Tada: The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination
    Joni Eareckson Tada, founder and president of Joni and Friends,
speaker and author of more than 40 books, talks about the influence
of The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination by Loraine Boettner.
    Joni Eareckson begins her chapter recounting the fateful day of her
swimming accident that left her a quadriplegic for life. As she lay on the
Stryker frame in the hospital, her mind whirled with questions about
God. Where had he been, why hadn’t he prevented her accident? Some-
how, Romans 8:28 wasn’t the nice Band-aid® it had been in high school
on dateless Friday nights and when backstabbed by a friend.
    After two years, Joni came to a peace, an ability to “be still and know
that he is God.” The “whys” she had railed against God through clenched
teeth became honest questions from a searching heart.
    That was when Joni asked a friend to help her understand God’s
sovereignty. Wisely, he gave her meat to chew on~hers was no simple,
slightly uncomfortable situation~and started her on Berkhof’s Systematic
Theology and John Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian Religion. Still just
a few years out of high school, Joni found Calvin too heavy, so her
friend replaced it with Loraine Boettner’s The Reformed Doctrine of
Predestination.
    “Somewhere in its pages I realized I was reading something man-
sized. Rather, God-sized. Perhaps it expressed the unspoken desire
of my soul: to encounter towering biblical doctrine like the Himalayan

peaks that rise to the breathtaking
height of Mount Everest. To ap-
prehend a God who was much,
much bigger than I ever imagined
when I was on my feet.”

     Mining the deep truths of The
Reformed Doctrine of Predestina-
tion, a young paralyzed woman
began to unearth the specific na-
ture of the sovereignty of God. She
came to understand that “God is
in control, not in a general way,
but in a very specific way.” She
grappled with the question, “Does
this mean God caused my accident?”
and discovered that, while God
allows the evil in this world, he
doesn’t “do” it. He is a “stowaway
on Satan’s bus, erecting invisible
fences about Satan’s fury and bring-
ing ultimate good out of the devil’s
wickedness. Even in the book of
Job…He forced no one’s hand, by-
passed no one’s will, and, to our
knowledge, suspended no natural
laws.”
      Joni carefully navigates through
the mystery of God’s decreeing by
not doing~all the while realizing
that she is a finite person trying to
comprehend the infinite God~and
here her reading of Boettner con-
fronted her with the alternative.
“Imagine a God who didn’t deli-
berately permit the smallest details
of my particular sorrow…what if

continued on page 4

   “I realized that my
suffering was the key to

unlocking the hieroglyphics
of God’s foreordained

will. I was about
to embark on the

adventure of my life.”
~Joni Eareckson Tada~

key christian leaders
identify pivotal books

Highlights of Four Essays



Jay Kessler:
The Presence of the Kingdom
Jay Kessler, former president

of Taylor University, former presi-
dent of Youth for Christ, author
of 23 books, discusses the influence
of The Presence of the Kingdom
by Jacques Ellul.

    Jay Kessler often recommends
Jacques Ellul’s The Presence of the
Kingdom to Christians who desire
to grow spiritually while making a
godly contribution to world. He
himself read it during the late 1960s
when he was involved in reaching
high-schoolers and college students
with the gospel.

     With the upheaval in every area
of society Jay Kessler wrestled with
the question, “What is the Chris-
tian’s role in society?” He and the
staff of Youth for Christ remained
solidly committed to the power to
change lives that is brought by the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Yet they
knew that other social issues must
be addressed in gaining a hearing
for the message.

     Jacques Ellul, a French professor
of law and government who had
served in the French Resistance in
World War II, gave Kessler fresh
perspective and crucial insight as
a young evangelist.

     Kessler summarizes the argu-
ment of Ellul’s book in the three
roles of the Christian that Jesus
puts forth. First, “You are the salt
of the earth.” Second, “You are the
light of the world.” Third, “I send
you forth as sheep among wolves.”

    Thus, Christians are citizens of
both the kingdom and the world,
particularly as we, too, are the hu-
manity which has sinned and for
which Jesus Christ died. Besides
broadening legalistic definition of
sin, Ellul challenged Kessler that,
while living in the sinful world with-
out becoming part of it, “the world
and all its aspirations outside of
Christ is a will toward death and
suicide. As Christians we must never
give in to this death, but must con-

stantly live and preach Christ, who
alone is life.”
     This played out in Kessler’s life
and the ministry of Youth for Christ
in their work with certain social ac-
tivists~causing them to be brand-
ed “liberals” by some and “new
evangelicals” by others. Ellul had
driven home the idea that the revo-
lutionary spirit is a “false Eden” and
that true revolution within a human
being can only come through Christ.
In addition,

     “I must live in a real world,
though, and on a practical basis
must choose, must care, must en-
gage, must be involved.”

     Ellul’s book brought guidance
as Kessler ministered with Youth for
Christ in new territory~and freed
him to live as a citizen of the king-
dom in a complex world. Kessler
credits the insights of Jacques Ellul
with opening the eyes of “new evan-
gelicals” to the “horizontal as well
as the vertical ramifications of the
gospel. Without him, we would not
have understood that the gospel
must engage with the real world,
and do so without compromising
foundational biblical truth.”

continued on page 5

KEY CHRISTIAN LEADERS IDENTIFY
PIVOTAL BOOKS
continued from page 3

God insisted on a hands-off policy
toward the tragedies swimming my
way?”

    “I cannot begin to express the
relief and release I felt as I plunged
deeper into this marvelous truth
that my diving accident was really
no accident at all. Finally, long after
I put down The Reformed Doctrine
of Predestination, I yielded…I ex-
haled a long, slow, satisfied breath
and relaxed into the sovereign arms
of God. If He loved me enough to
die for me, then trusting Him with
quadriplegia should be a cinch.”

    After living 35 years in a wheel-
chair, Joni has something to say about
the sovereignty of God that other
people cannot bear~and it breaks
her heart. She is not afraid of what
God says without blushing, “Is it
not from the mouth of the Most
High that both calamities and good
things come?”(Lamentations 3:38).

    Personified in Joni’s life are the
truths from a work few young peo-
ple pick up to answer the big ques-
tions in life. But Joni turns the theo-
logical treatise into a passion for the
supernatural outcome. She sees her
sufferings transformed into an “eter-
nal weight of glory” (2 Corinthians
4:17, KJV). Not in a general way,
but in a very specific way according
the plan of God.

    Better yet, Joni lifts her eyes to
the suffering of the Lamb of God
and the welcome He will give each
of us when we drop on our knees
before Him in heaven. What joy to
have our sufferings as proof of our
love and gratitude~our sharing in
His sufferings~and now turned into
the fellowship. She describes that
joy like she can already taste it. Joy
she insists can begin right now. Joy
that started~and can start for others~
with “a dusty old theology book by
a man named Boettner.”

  “The Presence of the
Kingdom helped me to
realize that I dare not

take sides and become an
ally or idealogue of any
human movement, but

that I already had a
position, a party, and

an unwavering allegiance
to Jesus Christ.”

~Jay Kessler~



KEY CHRISTIAN LEADERS IDENTIFY
PIVOTAL BOOKS
continued from page 4

Michael Card:
The Count of Monte Cristo
Michael Card, award-winning

songwriter and musician (22 al-
bums) and author of 10 books,
writes about the influence of The
Count of Monte Cristo by Alex-
andre Dumas.

     In storytelling fashion, Michael
Card sits down beside you and tells
you the story of his love affair with
The Count of Monte Cristo. From
the time he first saw it on his par-
ents’ bookshelf, to the day when
a high school teacher put it into his
15-year-old hands, it was destined
to open his world and shape his
life. He explains, not for all time,
but for himself, the impact of the
symbols and message of this classic
book.

     For Card, The Count of Monte
Cristo was filled with the manly
romance that every 15-year-old
sorely needs. And the Count, Ed-
mond Dantès, raised the bar of
“coolness” to lofty perfection. Fi-
nally, the mentoring of Dantès by
the priest Faria ignited in Card a
deep desire to find a mentor of his
own someday, and it stirred his hun-
ger for the pursuit of scholarship.

Michael Card then gives a sweep-
ing and invigorating summary of
the plot of the book~all the while
keeping plenty of delights to the
discovery of the reader. This is no
Sunday drive as Card guides us,
like Dumas, through the experience
of Dantès himself: being reborn
through his escape into the sea,
being drawn into the darkness of
revenge, being rescued from self-
destruction by the power of repen-
tance, forgiveness, and hope.

     Among the many lessons from
the book, Card explains the impact
of experiencing Dantès’ suffering
and betrayal and realizing that
“there is a plot at work in the world
against all of us.” While Dantès’
experience in the dungeon reflected

the experience of living in a fallen
world, Dumas’ magnificent story-
telling gave Card “the emotional
vocabulary” to communicate it.

     Discovering the dark side of
revenge and the liberation of for-
giveness~these were both powerful
lessons that Card didn’t just read;
he experienced them in The Count
of Monte Cristo.

     In consideration of the effect
of the pages of this book, he con-
cludes, “I find it is a book about
hope, about the loss of hope, the
substitution of vengeance for hope,
and the renewal of hope through
repentance and grace. It is, there-
fore, a story that reflects the gospel.
Perhaps the greatest imprint The
Count of Monte Cristo left on my
life was the realization that if the
gospel is indeed true, I would be
able to see it reflected in innumer-
able ways all around me….It would
be woven into great literature and
art, even into the parable of my
own experience.”

     Card adds: “I have come to re-
cognize, with the help of this remark-
able book, that I was granted the
privilege of a mentor who found
me and told me who I was. I did,
by grace, escape the darkest of pri-
sons by being reborn. And even
now, when the plot that is at work
against me seems about to succeed,
by grace I hear a scratching sound

behind the walls and a whispering,
‘Come this way and find freedom.’”

Larry Crabb:
The Impact of God, True

Spirituality, The Great Divorce
    Larry Crabb, Christian psych-
ologist, educator, author of 20 books
and founder of New Way Ministries,
talks about the influence of The
Impact of God by Iain Matthew,
True Spirituality by Francis
Schaeffer, and The Great Divorce
by C.S. Lewis.

     Around his 50th birthday, Larry
Crabb realized that he was not hav-
ing a midlife crisis. Feeling a bit
cheated, he prayed about it. In an-
swer, God brought The Impact of
God into his life.

     The Impact of God by Iain
Matthew studies the ministry, theo-
logy, and thought of St. John of the
Cross, a 16th-century monk and
mystic. Reading this book did not
change Crabb’s life because he
                   agreed with every-
                   thing St. John taught,
                   but because it led
                   Crabb to wrestle on
                   a profound level with
                   what he believed.

                        That wrestling
                   produced a radical re-
                     thinking of the interior
                   life of the Christian.
                   Most notably~the
                   truth of the New
                   Covenant, which is
                    the gospel, means that
                   something actually
                   happens within a be-
                   liever at conversion.
                   Before conversion, a
                   person’s only goal is
self-preservation in the midst of
pain. If God wants to help, great.
But if not, protection against pain
is still the highest goal. After con-
version, a true longing for God is
placed within a person that was not
there before.

continued on page 6

   “If the gospel is indeed
true, I would be able
to see it reflected in

innumerable ways all
around me...It would be

woven into great literature
and art, even into
the parable of my
own experience.”
~Michael Card~
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an educated psychologist meant
dumping his intellect or his Chris-
tianity.  Schaeffer’s book convinced
him that Christianity is not just
true, it can be lived. That it’s not
just about absorbing doctrinal
truth, but letting it change you.
Internalizing, not just acting out,
truth.

     The Great Divorce taught Crabb
that sin isn’t just about breaking
the rules.

With this in view, Crabb changed
his therapy from an external focus
on behavior and damage done, to
spiritual direction which deals with
the internal sin issues that come
before enjoying God.

     Crabb concludes: “I want to
see a revolution in the way Chris-
tians live. If 100 Christians read
The Impact of God…90 would come
away saying that John of the Cross’s
understanding of the spiritual
journey is actually what the Bible
teaches…there would be a hunger,
a hope that intimacy with God is
possible. We would become con-
sumed with knowing God for His
glory and our satisfaction rather
than using God to make our lives
more pleasant. And we would long-
ingly wait for the day when every
blessing will be ours, with God at
the center as our richest joy.”

KEY CHRISTIAN LEADERS IDENTIFY
PIVOTAL BOOKS
continued from page 5

      These thoughts had been form-
ing already, but reading The Impact
of God was the piece that had been
missing for Crabb. As a result,
Crabb revised his approach from
one which focused on repairing
damage~fixing problems~to one
which seeks to use problems as a
means to the consuming priority
and desire to know and enjoy God.

      From St. John of the Cross,
Crabb also learned that one can
truly have a relationship with each
member of the Trinity~a relation-
ship which is more precious and
satisfying than any other relation-
ship. And as he realized that “en-
joying God is central to mental
health,” he felt liberated. Experi-
encing this kind of depth of rela-
tionship with God, Crabb con-
tinues, is the main message of
the book.
      Of course, this relationship
contrasts sharply with the relation-
ship too many Christians experience
with God. God is a Santa Claus
who gives us nice things. We are
blessed when He makes us feel
happy, but we don’t really know
and appreciate Him as a person.
Instead, we go to Him to fix our
problems~and even if we are look-
ing for biblical principles to fix our
problems, we still just use God to
make our life more pleasant. The
drive of St. John of the Cross was,

“How do I get to know God~I’ll
pay anything.”

                Seeing this kind of re-
          lationship in the life of a
          man who lived with this
           dominant desire brought
           Crabb to question his own
           relationship with God. But

besides showing Crabb
          what he needed~and truly
          wanted~St. John of the
          Cross gave him the means
          to bridge his head’s desire
          with his heart’s. That he
          did through poetry. Crabb
          includes several stanzas
          from poetry written by
          St.John of the Cross and
          tries to share the new ex-
perience of joy that came from
being touched by these poems.
Crabb explores the nature of this
joy~particularly in light of the dark
night of the soul~a phrase coined
by St. John of the Cross.

    Crabb urges the reader to take
the time to discover this God-given
hunger to truly know Him. To al-
low this longing to come alive and
fill one’s life~not until all one’s
problems are fixed, but until one’s
life is transformed.

     Seeing The Impact of God as
part of a journey, Crabb briefly
touches on two other books of
importance. He calls True Spiritu-
ality by Francis Schaeffer his pre-
school and The Great Divorce by
C.S. Lewis his kindergarten.

    True Spirituality was crucial
at a time when Crabb got into
graduate school and felt that being

   “ The evil of sin is that
you wanted the pleasure
of the affair more than

you wanted God.”
~Larry Crabb~

the most
influential books

     While a wide variety of books
came to light in the essays of Indel-
ible Ink, certain books influenced
a number of leaders. Following is
a brief sketch of these outstanding
works:

   “Counseling now
becomes the process of

looking at the difficulties
of the past to see the miracle
of Christ that has survived
all that has gone wrong,
and then releasing the
appetite for God, that,

in fact, is already there.”
~Larry Crabb~

Number One:
The Influence of Mere Christianity

and the collective works
of C.S. Lewis

     In the Introduction, Philip Yan-
cey notes that C.S. Lewis traveled

continued on page 7



and our very Human Nature. He
spins simple scenarios about letter
carriers and clocks and insists he
has no intention of preaching,
even as he presents the gospel with
a foundation more solid than the
ground beneath any mahogany
pulpit.”

    It is no surprise that after a
week with Mere Christianity, Liz
Curtis Higgs found her rebel heart
undone~and forgiven and loved.

Jill Briscoe is an international
speaker and author of more than
40 books and co-founder of Tell-
ing the Truth Ministries. Brought
up in Britain as Lewis was, Briscoe
was training to be a teacher at Cam-
bridge during the fifties. It was as
a guide in her new-found faith as
a college student that the Screw-
tape Letters best served her.

     Briscoe goes on to relate the
unique contributions Lewis’s other
books made to her life and faith.
The Problem of Pain and The Great
Divorce left her with the reality
and unforgettable imagery of hell.
The Weight of Glory gave her an
unshakable view of heaven. In The
Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe,
Briscoe found solace on a dark
night in Russia. His books dealing
with the pain of losing his wife
were of sacred help in times of
personal testing. Briscoe praises
Lewis as “a thinker who speaks
clearly to our day and age, un-
screwing the inscrutable and ex-
plaining the unexplainable” and
urges us to use his books as a sickle
for the harvest.

      Not surprisingly, two contri-
butors who wrote on the subjects
of imagination and mystery chose
books by C.S. Lewis among those
which most influenced their lives
and faith.

 Luci Shaw is a renowned
poet, essayist, and teacher and the
co-founder of Harold Shaw Pub-
lishers. In the first half of her essay,
she grapples with her longing for

God~and the sense of loss when
it seems to go unfulfilled. In The
Pilgrim’s Regress, Shaw finds in
Lewis’ prose and poetry the de-
scription of something similar~yet
the knowledge that, “our longings
for supernatural reality and for God
Himself are what continue to draw
us toward Him and toward the
eternal state where ultimate fulfill-
ment dwells, and we will know as
we are known.”

Phillip Johnson is emeritus
professor of law at the University
of California, Berkeley, author of
six books and a leading spokesman
for the Intelligent Design move-
ment. He cites That Hideous
Strength, the third in Lewis’ space
trilogy, as one of the three signi-
ficant books that he relies on daily
“to provide an imaginative back-
ground for interpreting my own
experiences.”

Number Two:
The Influence of The Institutes

of Christian Religion
by John Calvin

J.I. Packer is certainly not the
only Indelible Ink contributor to
honor The Institutes of Christian
Religion by John Calvin as the
book which most influenced his
or her life and faith. As Professor
of Theology, Regent College, Van-
couver, British Columbia, senior
editor of Christianity Today, and
author of more than five books,
however, Packer certainly does so
with the most passion and persua-
siveness.

      As a young man, Packer read
The Institutes of Christian Religion
in several translations, and has since
studied and taught its contents to
graduate students. His understand-
ing of the work reflects the relation-
ship of a close relative, not just a
casual acquaintance.

     In short, Packer identifies The
Institutes as contributing to his
spiritual formation by helping him

continued on page 8

THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS
continued from page 6

little beyond his university town.
He also certainly didn’t envision
the reader of today when giving
his radio talks which became his
classic book. Yet his ideas and words
reach beyond a particular setting
in time to challenge and even com-
fort a wide array of souls. Thirty
of the 150-plus contributors to
Indelible Ink mentioned by name
the writings of C.S. Lewis as having
a profound impact on their lives
and faith.

    Charles Colson, founder and
chairman of Prison Fellowship, au-
thor of 18 books, calls C.S. Lewis
“the single greatest apologist for
the Christian faith in the last hun-
dred years.” He credits Mere Chris-
tianity, with its incredible logic
and persuasion, with causing him
to come face-to-face with himself
and with his search for God. The
book caused him to admit “that
Christianity is not just a set of an-
cient principles; it was a relationship
with the Savior of mankind…I could
no longer pretend that Jesus was
just another good man, as most
skeptics would prefer.” Mere Chris-
tianity was the book that pushed
this hardened skeptic over the edge
into the kingdom of God.

 It was through a week spent
reading Mere Christianity that Liz
Curtis Higgs, speaker and author
of 20 books, came to a personal
relationship with Jesus Christ. Dis-
illusioned and rebellious against
her religious upbringing, Higgs
nevertheless read C.S. Lewis’ classic
at the urging of two friends. As
she opened its pages each evening,
she found herself convinced of such
things as Right and Wrong and the
very existence of God. She asks,
“How does a writer like C.S. Lewis
manage such a feat? With great
care and the power of the Holy
Spirit. He invites us to examine
our own lives and see if we agree
with his assessments. He asks ques-
tions that beg answers…He woos
his readers, appealing to our com-
mon sense, our day-to-day lives,



      In conclusion, Packer includes
an article he wrote for Christianity
Today in 1991 titled “Fan Mail to
Calvin.” His “Dear John” letter
expressing his personal gratitude
for Calvin’s writings is a light-
hearted yet heartfelt summary
of all the best The Institutes of
Christian Religion has to offer.

                 Number Three:
The Influence of

the Brothers Karamazov
by Fyodor Dostoyevsky

       Two essayists explain the im-
pact of the novel The Brothers Kara-
mazov on their lives and faith. Their
vote for impact of the writings of
Dostoyevsky is echoed by numerous
of the secondary contributors as
well.

Walter Wanegrin, Jr., is Profes-
sor and Occupant of the Emil and
Elfriede Jochum Chair at Valparaiso
University, Indiana. He is also a
lecturer and author of 34 books.

THE MOST INFLUENTIAL BOOKS
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grow in Christ beyond certain
“stunting influences” to which
he was exposed.

      Specifically, Calvin impacted
Packer in five ways:
      Calvin showed Packer how to
      think to the glory of God.
      He confirmed in him his view
      of the Holy Scripture.
      Calvin changed Packer from a
      sectarian into a churchman.
      He formed him as a Bible-led
      rather than a system-driven
      systematist.
      Calvin set Packer “claiming,
       and reclaiming, all life for God
      in Jesus Christ, and valuing
      all goodness and beauty as
      his gift.”

      Such was the impact of John
Calvin’s book on the life and faith
of J.I. Packer’s that Packer’s own
work, Knowing God, itself would
be honored as the most significant
book by many of the men and wo-
men contributing to Indelible Ink.

     When a truly great human
being, a truly godly and wise per-
son, passes through this life, only
a few other people ever really have
the privilege of a close relationship
with that person. Hundreds more
may be impacted through casual
acquaintance or thousands through
their broader ministry.

 “When a person’s life
is chronicled in a book,

no matter how
celebrated or humble

a life it may be,
anyone can grasp

the opportunity to
count that person as

profoundly and directly
influencing their life.”

CBS

Wanegrin gives an overview of the
story of The Brothers Karamazov
after explaining that the novel im-
pacted him because it “peered at
the issue if goodness on earth and
what it looks like, what Christian
goodness really looks like.” He
also relates how this book, along
with Dostroyevsky’s Crime and
Punishment, gave him both the
scope and privilege of exploring
the questions of faith in his early
life.

     For his part, Charles Colson
credits Dostoyevsky and other
Russian novelists with helping him
frame his understanding of the
great questions in life. For Colson,
The Brothers Karamazov brings a
reader face to face with the great
drama of faith played out in each
person’s life.

books as introduction to
people of profound influence

how God, too, guides and provides
for the Schaeffer family and the
ministry of L’Abri.

Kenneth Taylor, writer of The
Living Bible paraphrase and foun-
der of Tyndale House Publishers,
talks about Borden of Yale ’09. As
a young man, Ken Taylor found
himself fascinated with, yet fright-
ened by, the story of young William
Borden. Borden was a wealthy
young man who lived wholeheart-
edly for God, giving away vast sums
of money and devoting his life to
becoming a missionary to Muslims
in China. Taylor was unsettled. He
had always dreamed of being a mil-

continued on page 9

    Six Indelible Ink contributors
tell how the most important thing
a specific book did was introduce
them to the author.

Edith Schaeffer, co-founder of
L’Abri, author of 17 books, writes
about Hudson Taylor and the China
Inland Mission. In her warm, moth-
erly style, Schaeffer relates the story
of her family’s life in Switzerland
and how she and her husband
Francis came to found the L’Abri
ministry in Switzerland.
     At crucial points along the way,
she hearkens back to Hudson Tay-
lor and the China Inland Mission
drawing strength from reminders
of God’s faithfulness to that man.
Over and over again, she relates
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lionaire, and here he was face to
face with a man who gave that much
away. And what if God might call
him, too, to be a missionary?

     None of these thoughts were
as disturbing as the unexpected
end to the story of Bill Borden.
Taylor was shocked to read that
Borden died of fever in Egypt while
studying language in preparation
for missionary service.  He recounts
that he almost threw away his faith
in a God who would let a man like
that die. Yet God’s grace kept him,
and Taylor instead made a decision
to give his life wholeheartedly to
God. Now a man who has also
given away millions to promote
the gospel of Jesus Christ, Taylor
writes, “I believe he has used me
in ways he might not have done
without the influence of this book
and the decision it led me to make.”

     Dallas Willard, professor of
philosophy at the University of
Southern California, author of six
books, discusses Deeper Experiences
of Famous Christians. This book
“helped me see the actual presence
of Jesus Christ and His kingdom

and Spirit in the real lives of real
people.” Willard read and valued
the book not for the author’s par-
ticular doctrinal slant, but for his
introduction to the saints from
across the ages.
     Phillip E. Johnson looks to
the book Not of this World as his
introduction to Seraphim Rose,
an American Russian-Orthodox
scholar-monk. Seraphim’s life and
thinking became such a part of
Johnson’s own life that “I found
myself thinking of him as a sort of
spiritual elder brother and wishing
I could somehow meet him in per-
son so we could have long conver-
sations (perhaps in heaven).” John-
son was thus duly honored to be
asked to write the introduction to
a collection of Seraphim’s writings
on Genesis.

Walter Wanegrin was deeply
influenced by St. John of the Cross’s
book, Dark Night of the Soul.
     Larry Crabb concurs: “Some-
body once said that if you want to
get a message across, wrap it up in
somebody’s life and send the per-
son. The message of the New Cov-
enant is wrapped up in John’s life
for me in a way that I was ready
to see and to connect with deeply.”
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