


could have imagined only a gener-
ation ago. What reductionistic
thinking has lost along the way is
a referent to the divine. Not re-
nounced, but replaced. God has
been replaced by poor substitutes.
     C.S. Lewis calls this the “sweet
        poison of the false infinite.”

           Here the church has often
   failed to help us tune in to the
rumors of a heavenly world. She
has treated the natural world and
its desires as a satanic delusion to
be shunned rather than embraced
and enjoyed as God intended. The
church should be the vanguard of
thinkers, writers, poets, musicians
who unite the two worlds and bring
the heavenly reality home to this
one. God only brings us dona bona,
or good gifts, said Augustine, and
they are tokens of his love, but they
are not Him.

      All that we know of the heavenly
world comes mediated to us through
the natural world. This provides
no indisputable proof of another
world, so we doubt. We have to
listen with new ears and see with
new eyes if we hope to connect the
two. This is the great goal of the
Christian life: not to deny the world
that God has given us, but to bring
it and the unseen world together
in a more glorious worldview. Read
the Psalms in this way to see how
these writers brought them together.
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“I do not gain a new
set of supernatural
eyes that enable me
suddenly to see the

world with
perfected vision.
Every day, every

hour, every
moment, I must

exercise my calling
to allow God’s

creation.”

  “As Tolstoy said, materialists
  mistake what limits life for
  life itself.”

        It is only in our modern wes-
  tern civilization that we have
  discarded the invisible world.
  No other culture in world his-
  tory has tried to do this.

        This leaves us with the prob-
   lem of knowing how things work,
   but not why. Reducers have come
to the point where they are alone
and lonely in a vast, unfeeling uni-
verse of their own making. They
explain goodness by our evolution-
ary “selfish gene,” i.e., survival and
self-gratification. So why should we
attempt to rise above it? We should
follow the beasts and listen to
Nietzsche, not Jesus and Martin
Luther King, Jr.

      Denuded of wonder and sacred
awe, the reducers deify sex, the en-
vironment, anything to bring mean-
ing into their existence. This is like
trying to navigate the globe with-
out a map, but who should provide
the map? The Bible declares this
to be God’s world and no one else’s.
He doesn't share. If we fail to un-
derstand this, we will fail to find
direction in this world with no help
from the next.

     The work of the reducers has
been to complicate our lives, not
simplify them. DNA, microbiology,
and other scientific advances have
shown us a world far more complex
and confusing than anything we

      A German scientist has devel-
oped an exhibit of specially pre-
served corpses in various poses and
stages of dissection or disease called
Body Worlds. He represents an at-
tempt to take apart our world, while
the Christian message is to
unite and bring it together.
People like him think that if
we can reduce the structure
of the world around us to its
smallest component parts, then we
can understand the world and an-
swer our most persistent nagging
questions.

      Our attempts at copying crea-
tion in our technological world
seem clumsy, awkward and unable
to answer our basic questions about
the universe and human nature.
Are the mystics right~that we should
be listening to the rumors of anoth-
er world for guidance?

Natives who first saw Magellan’s
ships rounding Tierra del Fuego
did not believe what their own eyes
were witnessing. They had no re-
ference for it. They had neither the
experience nor the imagination to
understand what they saw. Are we
like them? Do we lack imagination,
faith and experience to translate
rumors of another world?

      This is not to discount all the
blessings of modern science, but
science has long been casting distor-
ting shadows over the invisible
world. But does reductionistic
thinking take the place of a real
hike in the mountains of my
Colorado home?

“You are nothing but
a pack of neurons...

You are...no more than
the behavior of a vast
assembly of nerve cells
and their associated

molecules.”
~Francis Crick,

co-discoverer of the
structure of DNA
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      Living moment by moment in
God’s good world is a great secret
vouchsafed to us by the saints and
mystics of all eras from whom we can
hear the rumors.

The reducers can only look down
in ever smaller scales of examination
and microscopic analysis. We are call-
ed to look up like city dwellers who
leave the blinding lights of modern
life and discover the stars anew.
       This is not an end in itself. Living
this way is the first step to ordering
our moments into a coherent whole
based on the interjection of other-
world information into our own. We
therefore live responsibly with God’s
dona bona, recognizing their source
but also their possible abuses. They
show the way to something more and
therefore have their proper place in
our ordered lives. We are to be neither
hedonists nor Pharisees.
      The Benedictine nun, Joan Chit-
tister, said “if we are not spiritual
where we are and as we are, we are
not spiritual at all.” This means that
we will hear rumors of another world
in all aspects of life, without a sharp
division between sacred and profane.
It requires a different kind of faith
to see the supernatural in the natural,
but that is God's calling to us.
      Jesus is God’s final example of
how we should do this. He constantly
used the ordinary to teach the extra-
ordinary and point to something
higher, richer and more satisfying.
His most mundane daily experiences
were launching pads for some of his
more profound spiritual teachings.
      This is a much-needed witness
in the materialistic world~people who
honor and exalt life without being

idolatrous. This means being God-
centered, but not so obsessed that
we wind up obscuring God through
our own zealotry. The Irish poet
Evangeline Paterson said that she
was raised to believe that because
God is pre-eminent, nothing else
should be allowed to have impor-
tance in life. She has come to an un-
derstanding that because of our good
God, everything has eternal signifi-
cance.
      There is no more vivid example
of this point than in our attitudes
toward sex. Our reducer friends,
having abandoned God’s intentions
for sex, have used it to fill their
spiritual void. It has become an idol
in a sacred grove. Christians in the
West have also been visiting that
grove. The world therefore fails to
see what Scripture has to offer on
the subject. Yet, if Christianity makes
sense, it must make sense here.
      The reducers have concluded
that sex is one more animalistic
bodily function governed by the
laws of evolution. Everything we
know of evolution and sex shows
that we are designed in ways that
totally contradict evolutionary theo-
ry! Human warmth and relationship
guides us into understanding sex as
God intended it. We therefore make
love to a person, an individual, not
a bag of chemicals.
      Modern society, especially the
male part, has done everything to
deny this. It denies the personal,
emotional, soulish aspect of sex and
tries to reduce it mechanistically to
a morally and spiritually autono-
mous “act.”

        This kind of sex has become
our society's substitute for real wor-
ship and any sense of the sacred.
This is why sex is such an important
topic for the church. In making
love, we become embodiments of
heaven and earth in a mystical unity.
We experience this kind of unity no
where else, which is why it is so
powerful and so intimidating to us.
But our calling is to sanctify sex and
take it back from the reducers, to
establish it once again as a witness
to transcendence and a rebuke to
materialism.

       Jesus modeled this for us when
he met sexual sinners with compas-
sion and a desire to restore whole-
ness and holiness to them. The pain
caused by sexual sin is one of the
keenest we can experience as human
beings. Jesus met that pain with
healing. Our calling is to order our
sexuality aright and we can do so
first by restoring holy desire to the
marriage relationship.
       Modern reducers are doing
everything technologically possible
to disconnect desire from intimacy,
primarily through pornography but
also through promiscuity and extra-
marital sex. This is an illusion. The
church can do a great service for the
world if we reconnect sex with its
purpose in intimacy and relationship.

        Her witness is therefore toward
purity. Celibacy protects and reserves
for the single person the unity and
wholeness that married sex may one
day provide. The married couple
has a place for sexual energy and
creativity to be realized in trust and
love and connectedness. Lust, said
Martin Luther, is impure because
it is unbelief and we should stay
away from it. It corrupts purity.
       One way to protect purity is
through romance. This is wanting
the other for the other’s sake, not
as a means to the end of selfish satis-
faction. The longings of romantic
love point to the romance of God's
love for us~so we should be great
romancers and lovers of our spouses!
Romance illuminates something that
for us will only be experienced when
we are resurrected and glorified with
Christ. We shall one day see face to
face.

continued on page 4

“If you can
live through a

moment, you can
live through a day,

and how you
live a day is

eventually how
you live your life.”

“I might feel more
attractive toward a

reductionistic approach
to sex if...I sensed that
the sexual revolution
had increased respect

between genders,
created a more loving

environment for
children, relieved the

ache of personal
loneliness, and fostered
intimacy. I have seen
no such evidence.”



but it is part of what makes us hu-
man and we can't imagine life with-
out it. God could fulfill the stereo-
type of a vengeful deity and rule is
with an iron hand, but he has chosen
to reach out to us in love, in recon-
ciliation and in healing.

      Part of our problem is that we
fail to notice the subtler forms of
evil that invade our lives.

Pride: We exalt flashy athletes, en-
tertainers and CEO's, but not saints.
Envy:  Our culture makes us feel
dissatisfied, so we want more and
more.
Anger: Isn't it our right to tell
everyone just how enraged we are
at anything at anytime?
Greed: We are so discontented
that we try to find contentment
in acquisition.
Sloth: Our feel-good culture makes
slacker laziness an idol.
Gluttony: Sixty-four percent of
us are now overweight, and we are
being super-sized to death.
Lust: This is our pop culture's
number one consumer product.

      These sinful virtues enslave,
they do not liberate. They are indi-
cative of the distorted values of the
heart. They obscure the rumors of
another and better world. This is
part of the Christian message. Sin

“Seven Seductive
Virtues”

and evil are real and they offer an
empirical evidence for God’s exis-
tence and His desire to redeem us
and make us whole~this just can’t
be “all there is.”
       And too many Christians think
the Bible starts with the Fall, when
in fact it starts with creation and
God’s pronouncement that it is good.
God is a loving Father who seeks
to bring us back to love and rela-
tionship as He intended. The loss
of that relationship has been almost
completely lost in our modern world.
      This loss had led us to become
a nation characterized by euphem-
isms, such as “ ‘addicted,’ ‘inappro-
priate behavior,’ ‘emotionally im-
paired,’ or ‘suffering from an affec-
tive disorder.’ ” Adultery is an affair
and stealing is just smart business.
The human heart still recognizes
the horror of evil on vast scales
(Nazism, Fascism, Communism),
but even there we were slow to ac-
cept that Stalin was murdering mil-
lions of his own people or that Hitler
was enslaving and slaughtering the
Jews.

      September 11, 2001 startled us
into thinking about sin once more,
but our sober moments give way to
rationalizations and the victim men-
tality. Our moral guilt in the face of
our own sin should alert us to the
rumors of another world, but we
use rationalization and victimhood
to hide in their cacophonous noise.
Recovering addicts know you can’t
do this. Healing begins only with

continued on page 5
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       But romance should not be
overly spiritualized. God intended
for the consummation of romance
to be sex. It is just that in the Chris-
tian mystery sex has layers upon
layers of meaning; it is not selfish,
disjointed, physical gratification.
Biblical passages on sex as are verbal
“appetizers” to stir our dream of
eternity. In this context God protects

and reassures believers that sex can
be truly free, satisfying, and even
transcendent. It helps open a gate-
way to comprehending God’s agape
love for us. This is why Paul likens
Christ's love to marriage~marriage
helps us understand what real love
means.

Signs of Disorder
       We believe we understand how
the world should work and are frus-
trated with the pain and violence
that we face everyday. Why does the
other world, the world of heavenly
rumors, remain so hidden when we
are in desperate need of its guidance?
It is not quite as hidden as we may
think. Any breakdown of a machine
warns us to read the instruction
manual. The problem with the re-
ducers is that they keep looking at
the pile of jumbled pieces, hoping
for inspiration to spring from some-
where to tell them how to fix things.
This never works.

       God’s handbook on how to
live gives us a sober truth, namely,
that we are marred, imperfect crea-
tures. We are tempted to be satisfied
with a shadow when the reality is
always available to us. Turning from
the real, we have a keen sense of
loss, of woundedness that fails to
heal. God will not force healing
upon us. Our choices are our own
and we struggle to understand why
God would give us this awesome
burden of freedom. We are tempted
to ask God to take back this gift,

“Imaginary evil is
romantic and varied;
real evil is gloomy,

monotonous, barren,
boring. Imaginary good
is boring; real good is

always new, marvelous,
intoxicating.”

~Simone Weil

“The modern skeptical
world has been taught for
200 years a conception of
human nature in which the

reality of evil, so well
known to the ages of faith,
has been discounted...We
shall have to recover this
forgotten but essential

truth~along with so many
other that we lost when,

thinking we were
enlightened and advanced,

we were merely shallow
and blind.”

~Walter Lippman
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absolute honesty about sin. Only
by starting at rock-bottom can re-
covering addicts succeed in their
recovery.
        How people will respond to
the Christian message will depend,
in large part, on how we Christians
are oriented toward the problem
of sin and the presence of God in
our lives. Our reputation is one of
repression, fear, guilt and anxiety.
God's desire for us is life in its full-
ness (John 10:10), but to get there
we need a biblical understanding
of God as Father, Healer, Redeemer
and Lover of our souls. There is
already so much to bring us down,
why can’t we see Jesus as the one
sent to lift us up?
        God is therefore best seen in
Jesus’ role as the Great Physician.
We don't always like the advice of
our doctor, but we ignore it at our
peril. The doctor may warn us that
our eating and lifestyle choices are
adversely affecting our health, but
he does so to save us great pain
and suffering, even death at times.
He warns us out of concern for our
welfare.
        Those who take scriptural ad-
vice along this line have been stud-
ied and the results are remarkable.
Dr. David Larson concluded that
the spiritual life offers many earthly
benefits. Religious people have
lower incidences of heart disease
and related maladies. People who
make a habit to pray, attend worship
services and read the Bible are hos-
pitalized less frequently, live longer
lives, have stronger immune systems
and recover more quickly from
surgery.

The most impressive data come
from studies of married people.
Married people earn more, live
healthier lives, and handle health
problems better than unmarried
people. Divorce does just the op-
posite, especially in the area of health
issues related to stress and cancer.
In other words, to fully appreciate
and enjoy life, we need to listen to
the advice of the Physician from
another world.

       This will change the way we
think about sin and about God.
Some rules are intended to benefit
the rule-maker, while others benefit
the hearer. The 10 Commandments
are like the latter. They are not a
club God will swing at offenders
to accuse and condemn them. Their
purpose is to orient us to the other
world, the one noted for peace,
happiness and fulfillment. The 10
Commandments steer us clear of
life's greatest spiritual detours.
       That is what must be under-
stood about sin; it is most effective
at our weakest points. We cannot
prevent it. Sins that are devastating
to others have little temptation for
us, but ours are also self-destructive.
My sins prevent me from listening
to rumors of another world. Seeking
self over God ends up distorting
both self and God. And God grieves.

Our sins work like static inter-
ference distorting the message we
so desperately need to hear from
another world. The effect is to cut
us off from the divine resources we
need when consciousness of sin is
present. The path to those resources
is an old and tried path. It is guilt
and restoration. Guilt is not a psy-
chological hang-up impeding our
enjoyment of earthly pleasures. It
is the spiritual equivalent of radar
that detects and tracks the presence
of danger. Like physical pain, both
guilt and pain are powerful signals
of something wrong that needs a
curative.
       Guilt is also powerful in that
it relentlessly prods me to seek rec-
onciliation with God and with others.
Shame is a crippling emotion that
paralyzes action. Guilt, by contrast,
is from God and is intended to bring
us back to Him, very much like a
homing beacon.

“The object
of repentance
is what we

turn toward,
not what
we turn

away from.”

       The reason for guilt is also to
inspire repentance. Two things hin-
der this response: my desire to find
my own way out of the mess I've
made and my natural aversion to
God’s grace. God’s gift of grace
means I can't “make up” for my
sins. There is no balance sheet that
needs karmic equilibrium.
       This does not deny the reality
of sin's consequences. The payment
for sin is death, like malignant can-
cer cells turned loose in the blood-
stream. David, the King of Israel,
is an example of this inexorable law
of consequences. He received for-
giveness, but his household suffered
terribly for years because of his sin.
       God’s remedy for sin is restor-
ation. When David repented and
was restored to fellowship with God,
his story became a focal point of
the Old Testament for understand-
ing how God relates to us as sinners.
He longed to restore David to the
joy of his salvation. This became a
central message for Jesus and the
Apostles. Yet, I still resist God’s
rescue efforts. His rescues wound
my pride and humble me.

And this is one of God’s great
secrets! Knowledge of sin in us only
makes more clear that God is pre-
sent, calling and wooing us back to
himself. Knowing our lack and our
desperate need is a sign of God at
work in us to bring brokenness and
healing.

“A person who feels no
guilt can never find

healing. Yet neither can
a person who wallows
in guilt. The sense of
guilt only serves its

designed purpose as a
symptom if it presses

us toward cure.”



ers are at the root of today’s alien-
ation from God and the social evils
we see all around us. God does not
work with this type of sledge-
hammer. His way is not that of
force but of persuasion. He must
be looked for, hungered for, thir-
sted for. Only people characterized
by these desires can expect to be
filled.
         These vanguards of a new
age operate like Jesus himself to
bring the two worlds together into
a balanced wholeness. Jesus used
everyday objects to teach about the
                   invisible world: fish,
                   coins, oxen, a field of

wheat. He lived in the
world around him but

                   was intensely aware
                   of the spiritual reality

that lay beyond it. We
 live in God’s world,
not a divided reality
of natural/supernat-

                   ural. This means that
                   all of life is part of a
                   divine drama with
                   eternal significance.

Jesus did not “ap-
  pear” in Bethlehem

                   as the savior of the
world. He was birthed

                   in the usual way by a
                   young woman who

 had come far from
home, late in her preg-
nancy, because Caesar

Augustus had declared that all the
world should be registered, when
Quirinius was Governor of Syria.
The ordinary birth of a baby during
a boring governmental tax census
became the greatest event in human
history.

        So how do we see these worlds
in their unity and not in distinction?
A test case is that of John Merrick,
the Elephant Man. This poor, mis-
shapen creature was scorned and
reviled, but he had an active mind
and was a voracious reader. A Chris-

continued on page 7

Two Worlds

“So we fix our eyes
not on what is seen,

but on what is
unseen. For what is
seen is temporary,
but what is unseen

is eternal.”

        Christians believe that the
greatest problem of our planet is
that the natural world disguises
the true spiritual nature of things.
William Irwin likens us to flies walk-
ing across the surface of the Sistine
Chapel, completely unaware of the
glory beneath our feet. The heart
of the Christian message is that
God did not leave us in our ignor-
ance of the unseen world, listening
only to rumors of its existence. In
Jesus Christ the glory of the invisi-
ble God became visible that we
might understand the true nature
of our world and that far country.

Jesus came from
the unknown world
and so he rejected the
reducer’s one-world
outlook. Paul also
made this a founda-
tion of his thought, as
evidenced in his wri-
tings.

       Taking this view
of reality seriously,
missionaries conver-
ted barbarians and
brought to them the
blessings of civiliza-
tion, culture, kindness,
generosity, etc.
       Human experi-
ments in creating a
society based only
on this world, e.g.,
the former Soviet Union, demon-
strate that the rumors of another
world cannot be completely extin-
guished. But why should I or any-
one else believe in an unseen world?
Verifiable proof! That’s what I want!
At least I thought so in my days of
skepticism, but I’ve learned that
what is needed is an ear tuned to
subtler evidences. I see in romantic
love and the glory of creation per-
sistent rumors of this other world,
and “like Jacob, I have at times
awoken from a dream to realize,
‘Surely the Lord is in this place,
and I was not aware of it.’ ”

        Jesus brought this message
to his hearers by his theology of
the Kingdom of God. The unseen
world is invading this world. An
alternative is being offered to us
to remedy the corruption and vio-
lence all around us. It spreads ru-
mors of another world, another
kingdom, and it also is actively es-
tablishing outposts for this king-
dom and its reign of peace and
righteousness.
        The early Christians lived in
a time that mirrors our own in many
ways. They understood that this

rumored world was breaking into
our own, that a “new age” of God’s
righteousness was being established.
They lived, therefore, as though
their entire lives, every decision,
every moment, was important.
They resisted the pressure to con-
form to this-world thinking, to
bowing to Caesar and thus guaran-
teeing them civil tolerance and
safety. They chose instead to suffer
persecution that they might find
fulfillment of their hope in Christ.
        They understood that evil is
loud, boisterous, and “in your face”.
These same principalities and pow-
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tian doctor took an interest in him
and began to show him humanity
and kindness. Merrick’s own hu-
manity eventually emerged and he
became friends with many of the
leading citizens of London in the
nineteenth century and was a wit-
ness to God's mercy and love.

       John Merrick was the kind of
person that 19th century progres-
sives and evolutionists would target
as “unfit.” Their gruesome philo-
sophy found fruition in the oppres-
sive totalitarian regimes of the twen-
tieth century-the bloodiest in his-
tory. As Christians we assume Mer-
rick’s human dignity as someone
created in the image of God. Like
Jesus himself who was hated, re-
viled, scorned and abused, God
wants us to have eyes of faith to
look for the unlovely and unwanted
that we may show them Christ the
Lord.

       Jesus consistently used such
reviled people as these as heroes in
his stories, not the strong, the brave
or the beautiful. Paul reminds us
that God chose what is foolish,
weak and lowly to confound the
wise of this world, so that no one
may be boastful in His presence.
        Our culture values youth and
beauty almost as our highest ends.
Perhaps we do this because common
and ignoble people are reminders
of our mortality. Being unsure of
what happens after death, we are
obsessed with remaining in this
one. God is not, however, against
good health or proper hygiene.

       Hardship is another area to
think about. Christians around the
world rarely have the “problem
with pain” that western Christians
do. They expect trouble and hard-
ship because of their public and
often costly commitment to Jesus
Christ. Hostility to their new world
value system is not a surprise. They
pray for grace, not rescue from their
trials. They understand what Paul
meant when he called them “light
and momentary troubles.”

“The beautiful have
always enjoyed rewards
beyond the reach of the

ugly, the strong have
always dominated the

weak, a small number of
rich have always lived at
the expense of the poor.
Against that reality God’s
kingdom flies a flag of

divine opposition.”

Money

Suffering

Death

Moral Failure

       Balancing the two worlds is
difficult, and full of questions and
dangers, but I am helped by think-
ing of myself as an amphibian, living
in both worlds at once. This is help-
ful. I am able to incorporate lasting
values into my everyday life so that
regardless my circumstances, I can
live in a natural world suffused with
God’s glory. I can see it in my Co-
lorado mountain home and in my
neighbors. By serving my neighbors
I am able to bring together the two
worlds as Jesus did. I can oppose
the oppression of this world’s sys-
tem causing God's will to be done
on earth.

        This requires a new awareness
of the world around us, one that
is radical and revolutionary. Three
areas will illustrate this.

        The first is money. Jesus leaves
little doubt where he stands on
the issue of money. He calls it a
god and cate-gorically states that
you cannot serve two masters in
this area~period. All saints and
mystics of the church have seen
money as a dangerous enemy that
requires constant super-vision. Paul
talks about a cheerful, or hilarious
giver because giving away money
contradicts the entire value system
of hoarding and mani-pulating
money to provide material comfort
and security. God did not do this
with the gift of his Son~Jesus was
given freely.

       Hardship is another area to
think about. Christians around the
world rarely have the “problem
with pain” that western Christians
do. They expect trouble and hard-
ship because of their public and
often costly commitment to Jesus
Christ. Hostility to their new world
value system is not a surprise. They
pray for grace, not rescue from their
trials. They understand what Paul
meant when he called them “light
and momentary troubles.”

        Death is another area where
God’s presence in our space and
time is a benchmark of faith. Our
hope is unambiguous~it is the re-
surrection of Jesus Christ. Jesus
saw death not as an end but a place
of change, or from glory to glory
as Paul would say. We are not to
be satisfied with this present world.
We are to be homesick for a better
one and motivated to begin living
its reality now.

        One place where these other
world values are seen most clearly
is in Jesus’ treatment of people with
moral failure. He understood the
excruciating depths of pain that
people like the woman at the well
experienced, and He came to heal
that pain and restore such as her
to relationship with God. He ele-
vated her by making her His first
Messianic evangelist. Would the
church do the same today?

 Christians have often been ac-
cused of being so heavenly minded
that they are no earthly good. That
is not the point of this book. We
are not to reject God’s physical
world, become isolated hermits,
and merely wait for Christ to return
in His glory. We are people with a
dual citizenship, and because of that
we have confidence in Christ to not
only preach the Good News, but
to live it and relieve suffering and
fight injustice wherever we find it.

continued on page 8



       This world bombards me with
tempting signals and messages: TV,
movies, radio, stereo, internet, voice
messaging, etc. The city of God is
quieter, more subtle. I must attune
my spiritual ears through prayer and
meditation to hear it right. Resistance
to the voices tempting us to focus
on this world alone is victory, and it
affects both worlds.

       We can see this in the civil rights
struggles after the Civil War. Resis-
tance to injustice raised the blessings
of freedom and liberty to new vistas
for all Americans and for many other
oppressed peoples around the world.
Seeing the importance of such acti-
vity requires stereoscopic vision, or
seeing new world values and how
they are to be lived here and now.
As Quaker Thomas Kelley put it,
“God breaks through, miracles are
wrought, world-renewing divine
forces are released, history changes.”
       Wait a minute. Maybe we have
things backwards. We tend to think
of the Gospel as a counter-culture
message, but perhaps Jesus was mod-
eling normal society for us and what
we see in the world now is actually
the counter-culture! Fighting injus-
tice, poverty and hunger would there-
fore be “normal” activities for the
Christian. Greed, corruption, vio-
lence, oppression, etc. are the counter-
cultural forces.

Injustice

Tempting
Messages

“If you read history,
you will find out that
the Christians who
did most for the

present world were
precisely those

who thought most
of the next.”

~C.S. Lewis

TWO WORLDS
continued from page 7

“I gain,
My spirit
deepens,
I become
more fully
human,

I enlarge.”

       Choosing to follow Jesus in this
way brings unexpected results to my
life. As I walk in obedience to all that
He has commanded me, my sacrifice
is transformed into blessing. Giving
ourselves to God provides God an
unparalleled opportunity to give
Himself back to me.

       On the other hand, choosing
to please myself causes me to shrink,
grow small, cold and calloused. A
case could be made that the Chris-
tian’s duty in these days is to sell our
fellow citizens on a divided loyalty.
A world that insists on a single loyalty
to the merely material is a monstros-
ity. We are called to contradict the
belief of the materialist scalawags of
this world. This world is not our home.
We cannot rest until we can say with
the Apostle John, “The kingdom of
the world has become the kingdom
of our Lord and of His Christ, and
He will reign for ever and ever.”
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