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A Quick FocusA Quick Focus

CHRISTIANITY
ON TRIAL

Arguments Against
Anti-Religious Bigotry

The Book's Purpose
   Challenge common distortions
     of Christianity's role in history
     and civilization
    Tell the neglected stories of
     Christianity's contributions
    Remind readers of the achieve-
     ments and acts of mercy typi-
     cally ignored in contemporary
     discussions of Christianity
     Argue that the world is better
     off because of the rise of
     Christianity

The Book's Message
     Though Christianity is by far the pre-
dominant religion in the United States,
the most religious country in the industri-
alized world, Christians are regularly ridi-
culed and vilified by America's cultural
elite in the mainstream news and entertain-
ment media, in the arts, and in academia.
Many of the harsher judgments have be-
come so commonplace and are asserted
so regularly, that even Christians have a
distorted view of their own history.

     Christianity is blamed for wars, ignor-
ance, hypocrisy, slavery, genocide, and as
a bastion of superstition appealing to (in
the words of Minnesota governor Jesse
Ventura) "weak-minded people" who "stick
their noses in other people's business."

by Vincent Carroll & David Shiflett
Encounter Books
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       But when we examine Christianity's role
throughout history, we will discover that these
views are misconceptions and distortions.
The truth of the matter is that Christianity
impacts society in profoundly positive ways.

CBS



       From its beginning the Christian
Church insisted on a Gospel that
demanded that Christians distinguish
between what they owed Caesar
and what they owed God. It was
agreed that the church must remain
separate from the state.

      Empires will rise and fall in the
due course of history, said Augus-
tine, but the true church endures.
There was a common understanding
that the government's duty to was
to learn from the church, not the
other way around. While this view
could, and eventually did, reinforce
arrogance and absolutism in the
church, Augustine's political theory
provided a basis for the ideals of
human freedom and individual rights,
which would eventually become
"self-evident" to later generations.

      Throughout the ninth and tenth
centuries, Western Christendom was
attacked by Vikings from the north
and west, Muslims from the south,
and Magyars from the east. In the
midst of turmoil, Christian monks
continued to lead lives of peaceful
example. Historian Thomas Cahill
credits Irish monks for "saving civ-
ilization." The monks "salvaged
Latin literature, and scattered across
Europe establishing scores of mona-
steries that restored learning and
books to their rightful places."

      Serious and ascetic Benedictine
monks were observed about the
country silently digging, clearing,
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Christianity
Foundation

of the
West

Christianity
and the

    The
Middle Ages
have been character-
ized as a dark, stag-
nant time when people were con-
cerned primarily with life be-
yond the grave. Galileo, Fran-
cis Bacon, Rene Descartes, and
Michel de Montaigne were bright
minds whose skepticism helped draw
Europe out of "the long sleep of
feudalism." Historians have implied
that moving forward meant retreat-
ing from medieval faith. The Middle
Ages, others assert, may have been
the incubator for the flowering of
ideas and innovations of the modern
world.

      Midway into the third century
A.D. Christians accounted for barely
five percent of the population in the
Roman Empire, but by the end of
the Middle Ages, Christianity was
the dominant religion in the western
civilized world. The majority of early
Christians came from the lower free
classes and included women of all
ranks. The Christian doctrine of
moral equality appealed to women
and those of the lower classes.

      Paul's message that "there is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is nei-
ther slave nor free, there is neither
male nor female, for you are all one
in Christ Jesus" resonated in a world
of rigid class structure where a large
portion of the population could be
bought and sold like cattle.

      Modern critics rebuke Paul's ad-
monition, "Wives be subject to your
husbands as to the Lord," while ig-
noring his repeated emphasis on the
obligations of husbands to wives,
thus missing "the only clarion affir-
mation of sexual equality in the whole
of the Bible “and” the first one ever
to be made in any of the many lit-
eratures of our planet." Women were
inspired by the early Christian mes-
sage and enjoyed a higher status and
more autonomy among Christians
than among pagans.

     and building. Others, unobserved
   in the chill quiet of the cloister,
  painstakingly copied and recopied
  manuscripts they had saved from
  the destruction of battle.

                               Few modern
                             Christians realize
                            that in the Mid-
                              dle Ages are the
roots of representative and consti-
tutional government, based on the
principle that power must have clear-
ly defined limits. The growth of en-
forceable property rights and taxation
by consent occurred during this time.
The same popes who introduced the
Inquisition ("to their everlasting
shame") helped contain feudal law-
lessness and checked the powers of
many an autocratic monarch.

     The church's efforts to control
a lingering warrior spirit aided in
creating the code of chivalry in which
a knight ultimately "pledged not
only to be faithful to his lord, but
to be the defender of the Church,
the widow and the orphan . . .In
this way the knight was detached
from his barbarian and pagan back-
ground and integrated into the social
structure of Christian culture."

    By the thirteenth century, repre-
sentative assemblies were a common
feature of civil government. Profes-
sor Anthony Black concludes that
this feature owes "something to the
example of the church since repre-
sentative church councils were the
obvious and, indeed, the only pre-
cedent."

The Christian
belief that all are
equal in the eyes

of God led
directly to the
belief that all

should be equal
before the law.”
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Christianity
and Slavery

an inescapable reality; however, he
insisted on reciprocity in the slave-
master relationship that existed no-
where in the law. Furthermore, he
also insisted that Christian salvation
is equally available to all regardless
of economic or social status.

     The antislavery cause would not
arise for another 1,700 years and
would take up a fight against power-
ful historic, social, and economic in-
terests. Many of the best minds in
the western world (Hume, Voltaire,
Locke, Jefferson) took the inferiority
of some races for granted. Neverthe-
less, Methodist founder John Wesley,
missionary George Whitefield, and
Quaker George Fox spoke up, de-
nouncing slavery and building sup-
port for the crusade.

     A small group of Englishmen or-
ganized the Anti-Slavery Society in
1756 to promote an intellectual en-
vironment in which enlightened
Englishmen would consider slavery
unacceptable. By 1772 this growing
attitude was reflected in a legal ruling
that stated that there was no provision
in English law supporting slavery.
The last public sale of an African
slave took place in Liverpool in 1779.

      It was the Quakers (who from
  the 1680s refused to participate in
  slavery) who drafted a petition in
  1783 calling on the House of
  Commons to forbid the slave trade.
  John Wesley's Thoughts upon
  Slavery brought the Methodists
  into the campaign. Soon hundreds
  of thousands of British citizens
  were signing antislavery petitions
  to present to Parliament.

      Historian David Brion Davis
   points out the "political dimension
  should not obscure the crucial
  points: from the 1770s onward,
  devout Quakers were always the
  backbone of active antislavery or-
ganization and communication . . .
Religion was the central concern of
all British abolitionist leaders." John
Stuart Mill noted that it was the
spread of moral convictions, not by
changes in the distribution of material
interests, which put an end to slavery
in the British Empire and elsewhere.

   Denunciations of
Christianity's support of slavery are
common. Yet, "while the sins of the
faithful are rehearsed at length, the
grand redemption orchestrated by
Christian abolitionists is neglected."
Christianity was born into a world
filled with slaves; slavery was accepted
as a cultural norm and the new re-
ligion easily came to terms with the
ancient institution. From the start,
however, voices of dissent rose up
from among the faithful who argued
against the buying and selling of
children for prostitution. Early in
the fifth century, St. Patrick became
the first person to publicly reject all
forms of slavery.

     Ultimately it would be Christians
who turned away from the historic
status quo, organized the movement
that would end slavery, and, with un-
precedented speed, succeeded in
ending slavery in every society where
they held sway.

     Slavery is one of the universal
institutions of human society. It has
existed at one time or another in
every part of the world, in nearly
every society. Slavery was so much
a part of life in the Greco-Roman
culture that it is not surprising that
many early Christians failed to address
its existence, let alone call for its de-
mise. Paul acknowledged slavery as

      American churches were at the
forefront of the abolitionist move-
ment in the United States. In 1758
Quakers banned from church mem-
bership anyone participating in the
slave trade. In 1776 they even asked
all slaveholding members to resign
from the community. Congregation-
alists, Presbyterians, Unitarians, and
Methodists joined the antislavery
barricades. The Methodist Church
was the first in America to call its
preachers to teach the Gospel of
Christ to slaves.

      The movement grew quickly
and activists became so vocal and
disruptive that the Board of Trustees
at Lane Theological Seminary in Cin-
cinnati (which Lyman Beecher foun-
ded in 1832 with a colorblind admis-
sions policy) had to banish antislavery
activities altogether. The students
merely moved to Oberlin College.

      In some parts of the world sla-
very survives today. The American
Antislavery Group, continuing the
fight, estimates that millions of slaves
are laboring in numerous countries
around the world. Between 1995
and 2000, Christian Solidarity Inter-
national freed nearly 20,000 Suda-
nese slaves by purchasing and re-
leasing them from their owners.

    A belief in Christianity’s
oppressive effect on learning has be-
come so widely accepted that when,
in February 2000, the New York
Times ran an article discussing the
Vatican's recent apology for con-
demning Galileo as a heretic and
commented "that Christian faith
and intellectual progress are mutually
exclusive," no one corrected the
Times. There is no shortage of ex-
amples supporting this assumption:
Catholic condemnation of Copernicus
and Galileo are just two of the more
popular ones. But these anecdotes
fail to present the whole story of
Christianity's influence on the pur-
suit of knowledge and intellectual
inquiry.                                             continued on page 4

"The impact
of Christianity

was seismic.
No other

human rights
campaign
compares

with the ending
of slavery.”

Christianity
and Science



Paul:

      More insidious, however, were
the "talented propagandists who in-
vented the myth of an ancient and
perpetual conflict between Christianity
and science that influences the atti-
tudes of educated people today."

      In his book, Inventing the Flat
Earth: Columbus and Modern Histo-
rians, J. B. Russell reveals how a small
number of writers fixed in the educa-
ted mind the idea that science stood
for freedom against the superstition
and repression of religion, one such
writer claiming that the Catholic
Church was "absolutely incompatible"
with science.

      In 1492 all educated people knew
the earth was round and they knew
its approximate circumference~only
"five writers seem to have denied the
globe during the entire Christian era."
The actual argu-ment with Columbus'
prospective voyage was over its prob-
able length. The argument was re-
garding the size of the earth, not its
shape. Neverth-less, the "Flat Earth
Error" was invented and by the late
nineteenth century had infiltrated
school textbooks. The casually repeated
myth lives on today.

        “More people have
been killed in the name of Jesus Christ
than any other name in the history
of the world," claims author Gore
Vidal. It is true that examples of reli-
gion's deadly arrogance can be found
anywhere one points on the map. But
Christianity is charged with a heavy
burden of guilt: “Christians still owe
the world a full accounting for the
Crusades, the prelude to the holo-
caust,” charges Alan Dershowitz, while
Russell Means of the American Indian
Movement believes "Columbus makes
Hitler look like a juvenile delinquent."
                                                    continued on page 5

CHRISTIANITY AND SCIENCE
continued from page 3

       By the year 1100 A.D. there
were three possible centers for the
birth of a scientific revolution: the
Islamic realms, China, and Western
Europe. Within 300 to 400 years
Europe was becoming the leader in
technological supremacy and scienti-
fic inquiry and would never lose its
momentum. The primary difference
between these two ancient civilizations
and Western Europe was the wide-
spread adoption of Christianity.

       Many in the ancient world be-
lieved that man's fate was written in
the stars, thus humans could not be
masters of their own fate. Christian
doctrine departed from this belief,
accepting instead the doctrine of man's
free will. God had given man the gift
of free will. Therefore, one did have
control over one's fate.

       Christians also rejected the belief
in cyclical time, the conviction that
history repeats itself in great, recur-
ring cycles. Instead they adopted the
Jewish view of the sacred nature of
history, and Greek attitudes on the
growth of knowledge and under-
standing.

      Christians believed in a loving,
rational God, that history has a pur-
pose and direction, and that salvation
is available to all who seek it.

       Historian David Landes cites the
"sharp departure from widespread
animistic beliefs," the triumph of
linear time, and "the Judeo-Christian
respect for manual labor" as reasons
for this "peculiarly European . . .
cultivation of invention."

      The overthrow of the earth-cen-
tered model of the universe for the
heliocentric model is not a simple
tale of conflict between religious be-
lief and enlightened skepticism. Chris-
tian belief was present on both sides
of the struggle. Copernicus and Gali-
leo were both loyal Catholics. The
Church had been interested in the
study of astronomy and circulating
Copernican ideas for sixty years be-
fore the Catholic Church turned on
them~astronomy offered a practical
way of determining the date of Easter
far in advance, as well as providing
a reliable prediction for the vernal
equinox.

      The problem for Copernicus was
his theory lacked proof. The Holy
Office declared the heliocentric theory
heretical because it contradicted the
Holy Scripture, according to the lit-
eral meaning of the words and under-
standing of the Holy Fathers. Gali-
leo's heresy, a generation later, was
"inquisitorial" rather than "theolog-
ical." Galileo, who loved a good de-
bate, created a character he named
Simplicio for his book, Dialogue. He
then let this simpleton mouth the
pope's arguments against the helio-
centric model. This insult brought
his downfall~his offense was disobe-
dience more than heresy.

      Discoveries made about the world
during the scientific revolution were
believed to strengthen arguments
against atheism. Isaac Newton be-
lieved that nature showed God's
order and beauty. Historian Daniel
Boorstin notes that Newton's works
on biblical and theological topics
numbered 1.3 million words~far more
than he devoted to scientific writings.
Scientific experimentation was a tool
with which divine secrets could be
pursued and understood.

     It was with the publication of
Charles Darwin's Origin of the Species
and his theory of natural selection
in the second half of the nineteenth
century that science and religion
appeared to have fallen out entirely.
The most militant on either side were
ready to declare war. Billy Sunday,
one of the more colorful evangelists,
declared any preacher willing to con-
sider the merits of evolution as "a
stinking skunk, a hypocrite and a liar."

CBS

Christianity
and the

Slaughter of
the Innocents

"Christianity
equipped its

followers with a
mindset uniquely

disposed to
pursue rather
than retreat

from scientific
adventure.”



A Man
of Grace
and Grit

CHRISTIANITY AND THE SLAUGHTER OF THE INNOCENTS
continued from page 4

      The assertion that religion causes
wars is true; but so is the fact that
religion also prevents wars. The ques-
tion is whether religion is more dan-
gerous than irreligion; is Christianity
more or less dangerous than its alter-
natives? Not until the fourth and fifth
centuries would Christians formulate
theories of just war~even then, accep-
tance of warfare was conditional. War
was justified, according to Augustine,
to check evil, defend against attack,
and right wrongs inflicted by others.

      The Crusades were a long-term
catastrophe for Christianity and for-
ever sealed in the minds of many an
"allegiance between the cross and
the sword." There is no question
that the holy wars were bloody and
brutal~though secular motives are
rarely taken into account, nor is the
fact that many of the troops were
reacting to actual grievances involving
Muslim persecution and imperialism.

      But there is another perspective
on the Crusades that warrants atten-
tion. Piers Paul Read points out that
while it is common to see the Crusades
as aggression of the Christian West
against the Islamic East "it was Islam,
not Christianity, that from its incep-
tion promoted conversion through
conquest. From the time of the Pro-
phet Muhammad's first razzia, the
Christian's perception was that wars
against Islam were waged either in
defense of Christendom or to liberate
and reconquer lands that were right-
fully theirs."

      The wars of religion following
the Reformation were brutal battles
between Protestants and Catholics,
but they were primarily national af-
fairs. As a result of these battles, how-
ever, Western society reconsidered
holy war as a political option and
rejected it. Christians recognized the
need for religious toleration. Full
toleration within nations would be
a long time coming, but religious
toleration between states took root
with surprising speed.

CBS

to indulge in wholesale human sacri-
fice and cannibalism." They ruled
over one of the most savage empires
on earth, requiring annual warfare
to seize enough captives to satisfy
the hunger of their various deities.

      Aztec religious practices appalled
even the hardened Spaniards. Blood
was sprinkled like holy water in tem-
ples and homes. Aztec priests paraded
around wearing the flayed skins of
their victims. The Spanish Inquisition
probably killed fewer people in its
entire history than the Aztecs sacri-
ficed in a single year.

       So strong has been the popular
desire to see Native Americans as
deeply spiritual, peaceful people that
evidence to the contrary is often ig-
nored. One archeologist believes
that within the Incan empire some
children were raised specifically for
sacrifice.

      Mayans also participated in ritual
killing of children. Several North
American tribes indulged in similar
practices. French Jesuits witnessed
the brutal torture and murder of
captured enemies among the Huron
and Iroquois tribes. Native Americans
         did not learn the barbarous
           tactics of scalping and massacre
         from the Europeans. Archeo-
         logists have found evidence
         of both practices dating back
          well before Columbus' voyage
         to America.

            It is equally misleading to
         blame Europeans for an inten-
         tional genocide of native
         tribes. Because the natives
         had no resistance to the mi-
          crobes Europeans unknowing-
         ly carried in, disease rapidly
          spread throughout North Am-
          erica. Conspiracy wasn't needed
          to spread viruses, nor was deci-
         mation of entire tribes from
         these diseases intended to be
         mass murder. Christian mis-
sionaries often cared for victims of
epidemics, prayed over them, brought
water, and offered what comfort they
could. If treatment could be found,
missionaries brought what they could
to stop the spread of disease.

      At the time Europeans began
flocking to the New World, no society
on earth recognized a concept of
human rights as we understand the
term today~slavery and torture were
endemic throughout the world. Yet
Dominican friars serving in the West
Indies were already insisting that the
natives were humans and had invio-
lable rights. Shortly after the outbreak
of King Philip's War in 1675, John
Eliot of Massachusetts wrote to John
Winthrop Jr. requesting that "one
effect of this trouble may be to humble
the English to do the Indians justice
and no wrong about their lands."

      Looking back through the lens
of our own morality, we are expected
to recognize that Europeans were
cruel. They were~but in comparison
with whom? The Aztecs were perhaps
the cruelest society in all of civiliza-
tion, holding "the distinction of
being the only large-scale civilization

"To the
extent that

Indian rights
and culture were

defended, the
work was done by
men and women

spurred by
religious motives.”

"It was
churchmen who
often restrained

the worst instincts
of the converted
barbarian kings,
counseling mercy
where none had
been known.”
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     While charging
Christians with exploiting nature for
the white man's selfish ends, the en-
vironmental movement reveres the
"environmental Indians" as a race
uniquely in tune with nature, loath
to inflict the slightest scar upon Mother
Earth. This is because, we are often
told, indigenous people consider the
earth as their parent and revere it ac-
cordingly.

        If aboriginal people were natural
conservationists, however, there is
little evidence of it in their works. Na-
tives had so stripped Easter Island of
trees that by 1500 their society was
near collapse; half the endemic species
of birds on the Hawaiian Islands had
vanished after the Polynesians arrived;
ancient Greeks razed the forests of
Attic; Phoenicians clear-cut the coast
of Dalmatia.

       For hundreds of years, the fa-
vored method of the Plains Indians
for killing buffalo was to drive as many
as possible off a cliff. The Indians of-
ten took nothing more of the slaugh-
tered animals than delicacies such as
the tongue.

       In truth, a conservation ethic
was incompatible with Indian religion.
If certain animals had become scarce,
the Indians simply moved on. Indians
didn't see scarcity as a result of over-
harvesting, but rather as a punishment
for having displeased the gods. They
saw no connection between their hunt-
ing and diminishing game numbers.

       The idea of preserving land in
a "natural" or wilderness state would
have seemed absurd to them. Indians
often manipulated nature to their ad-
vantage. Fire was a favorite method:
they set fires to create habitats for fa-
vored animals, to force game into traps
or onto open land where it could be
hunted with less trouble, to frighten
enemies, or to send messages. If a fire
raced out of control, it was left to burn
itself out.                                                    continued on page 7

"It is through
the peasantry that

we shall really
be able to destroy

Christianity.
One is either
a Christian or

a German.
You can’t be both.”
~Adolph Hitler, 1933

Christianity
and the

Environment

Christianity and
the Third Reich

        One of the gravest charges against contem-
porary Christianity is that it failed to resist the Nazi extermination of the
Jews, that Christian protest of Hitler and the Nazis was shamefully weak,
and that Pope Pius XII refused to exert his moral authority on behalf of the
Jews.

                                                                     Adolf Hitler may have been
                                                                 baptized a Catholic, but he
                                                                was not, nor did he claim to
                                                                be, a Christian. He was a primi-
                                                                tive and a pagan who sought
                                                                to ennoble Germany by sweep-
                                                                ing away all traces of Judaism
                                                                and Christianity.

                                                                     Nazi efforts to drive Chris-
                                                                 tianity from the public square
                                                                 took many forms. School curri-
                                                                 cula were developed to instill
                                                                 anti-Jewish and anti-Christian
                                                                attitudes; carols and nativities
                                                                  were barred from classrooms;
                                                                 crosses were gradually removed
                                                                 from schools and hospitals; re-
                                                                        ligious youth groups were bul-
lied and vilified. The term Christmas was replaced with Yuletide. Churches
were ultimately marginalized and harassed.

        Christians in Germany failed to rise up in loud protest against the
Nazi regime; but the price of doing so was extremely high. Martin Niemoller
was one Christian who did speak out. Within hours of protesting, the Ges-
tapo raided his house, and Niemoller was arrested. Shortly afterward a bomb
was set off in his home, and for years he was repeatedly arrested. He spent
eight years in Sachsenhausen and Dachau concentration camps.

        So many Christians were arrested and imprisoned for speaking out
against the Nazi state that Dachau eventually became the site "of the largest
religious community in the world, interning upwards of 2,750 clergymen.
The vast majority were Catholic priests, lay brothers, and seminarians who
hailed from nearly every nation under Hitler's thumb."

        Criticism of Pope Pius XII for failing to speak out against Nazi impris-
onment and extermination of the Jews fails to take into account certain
realities of the situation. The Pope and the Catholic Church did not simply
sleep quietly through the Nazi regime. The Vatican's statements during the
war were so cautious that today they seem to lack any moral direction at
all. But if the Pope sounded weak, it was because he feared losing what lit-
tle leverage he had. Any outright protests against the regime would provoke
even deadlier retaliation against Catholics under occupation.

        Historian William D. Rubenstein writes: "In all likelihood Hitler
would have paid no heed whatever to any pronouncement on the Jews
made by the Vatican . . . the Vatican had more influence on Catholic satellite
states such as Hungary, which it used to good effect whenever it could."



CHRISTIANITY AND THE ENVIRONMENT
continued from page 6

      Christianity's attitudes toward
nature begin with the first book of
Genesis, where God looked upon
the creation and saw that it was good.
The Old Testament is filled with
passages reflecting concern for na-
ture and animal welfare. Mosaic law
contains regulations outlawing the
destruction of fruit trees even to aid
a military campaign. Nor has Chris-
tian doctrine ever required the whole-
sale execution of living creatures in
sacred ceremonies.

      A nineteenth-century Catholic
dictionary declares, "It is never law-
ful for a man to take pleasure directly
in the pain given to brutes, because
in doing so, man degrades and bru-
talizes his own nature. In other words,
"cruelty toward any living creature
demoralizes and coarsens those who
inflict it." Animals are God's crea-
tures, and all creation has intrinsic
value in God's eyes.

CBS

"As the most
anthropocentric
religion in the

world has ever seen,
Christianity bears

a huge burden
of guilt for the

ecological ills of the
modern world.”

~Lynn White, Science, 1967

Christianity and
American Democracy

"Man’s
dominion over
inamimate and

other living
beings requires a
religious respect
for the integrity

of creation.”

"The Americans
combine the notions
of Christianity and

of liberty so
intimately in their

minds that it is
impossible to

make them conceive
the one without

the other.”
~Alexis de Tocqueville

   Another prevalent attitude among modern
Americans implies that American democracy, with its spirit of inquiry and
tolerance, its liberties and rights, flourishes only to the extent that Christian
meddling and influence are successfully put to flight. Or, in the words of
Ted Turner, Christianity is "for losers." The reality is, however, that the
seeds of many of America's liberties were planted by the "intolerant,"
"narrow-minded," "puritanical" Puritans. The Puritans themselves were
religious dissenters who at the moment of their arrival in the New World
established the Mayflower Compact of 1620. We have forgotten how very
revolutionary these people were in their belief that they could establish a
government by the consent of the governed out of their own free will.

      The Puritans' goal was to create "a commonwealth of willing believers,
a voluntary association of both church and state that was, in fact, at least
as democratic as any society of that era." The clergy were given less authority
than in any other western society at that time. Laymen managed the church-
es. Town meetings were established in New England where every aspect
of public life required the assent of the public. Puritan belief in the "priest-
hood of every believer" weakened respect for empty titles, inherited privilege,
and unearned authority, while elevating the principle of merit.

     Out of New England
came most of the features
of a representative, bal-
anced government, includ-
ing "a theory of constitu-
tionalism, power wielded
by consent, annual elections
with an expansive franchise,
a bicameral legislature, local
autonomies, and a Bill of
Rights." By 1776, the foun-
ders' belief that natural rights
were God-given, not be-
stowed by philosophers or
kings was "self-evident."

     John Adams, for one,
seemed to have no doubt
that the United States had
been founded on the gen-
eral principles of Christi-
anity when he wrote: "Our
Constitution was written for a moral and religious people and it is wholly
inadequate to the government of any other."

     After his tour of America in the 1830’s, Alexis de Tocqueville would
write, "The Americans combine the notions of Christianity and of liberty
so intimately in their minds that it is impossible to make them conceive
the one without the other."

     Today, the secular orthodoxy of many major American institutions
(Hollywood, the federal courts, several important elements of the press
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and academia) maintains religious beliefs as worrisome phenomena that must
be controlled. Hence, the ignoble aspects of Christianity's history are re-
peated at every opportunity, as if to shame its believers into silence. Christianity
has had dark moments in history and, perhaps, it is natural that a religion
so dedicated to the admission of personal imperfection should produce leaders
who willingly confront the wrongs of the past. It is also, however, "corrosive
if it is the only knowledge of the past that most people possess."

       The history of Christianity is one that is long and replete with moments
of greatness that must be remembered both by its adherents and by non-
believers alike.
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"It is safe to say that
fewer Americans appreciate
the role of John Paul II in

the fall of Communism than
the number who correctly lay
the blame for the Inquisition

on the popes of the Middle Ages.”
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